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“I NEVER KNEW GOD HAD A SON...” 


I NEVER HEARD of Jesus Christ! I never knew anyone died for my sins! I never knew ] 
could have peace in my heart! I never knew! I never knew!” é 

This was the cry of an Indian villager who had just heard the message of salvation for. the 
first time. Can you hear it? A leader in the Bible Meditation League did. He was stunned. He 
went to his knees day after day. “Six hundred thousand villages in India where they have never 
heard. O God, show us how! Show us how! Show us how!” And then the answer came. It was 
God’s own Word speaking: 


“And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among 
the people. But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them... 
Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are 
few; pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his 
harvest” (Matthew 9:35-38). - 


The prayer-cry changed from “Show me!” to “Use me!” “Use me to pray for laborers. Use 
me to contact consecrated missionaries and nationals who will go into these unevangelized vil- 
lages.” Letters were speeded to Christian leaders in India: “How many and what villages will you 
undertake if we will provide $25.00 worth of Scriptures and study materials for each village?” 
(This is the amount that the Communists report they are spending for printed propaganda for 
each of these 600,000 villages.) 

% 

The answers came! 


> Presbyterian missionary John H. Davey replied, “I'll undertake evangelizing 175 
unevangelized villages. My colaborer, Missionary Young, will undertake 175. My colaborer 
Kirkpatrick will undertake 72.” 


> Christian and Missionary Alliance worker Jacober pledged 800 villages! 
> The Salvation Army pledged 460! 

> National educator Kurien pledged 10,000! 

» The Assemblies of God pledged villages! 

> United Missionary missionaries pledged thousands! 


On and on it sweeps. To provide the material needed thus far for 1960 requires $778,000 
at $25.00 per village. 


Presbyterian missionary John H. Davey is shown as he distributes literature to eager people v I 
in a village which he is evangelizing with both the spoken and written Word. > NOW iT § YOUR TURN! 





The cry has come to the United States and Canada, 
“Who will underwrite the money for the giving of 
the Gospel for the first time to these tens of thou- 
sands of unevangelized villages? Will YOU?” 

Speed your checks and money orders for your vil- 
lages and thrill as the monthly reports come to you 
—reports, such as this one, already pouring in: “I 
had at least one or two souls on the first visit, and 
then when we returned there were multitudes who 
had begun to understand the Jesus who died for 
them on Calvary.” 


A special 29-minute tape has been prepared for use 
in groups—churches, missionary societies, prayer 
groups, etc. To get it for your group write to League 
president, Dr. Don R. Falkenberg, 1416 Tanager 
Drive, Orlando, Florida, indicating the proposed date 
of use and the anticipated number who will hear it. 

Gifts for this numerically largest crusade for un- 
evangelized souls in history should be sent to The 
Bible Meditation League, Box 477-T, Columbus 16, 
Ohio. All gifts will be receipted. All gifts are eligible 
for income tax deduction. 


Remember—India is on the Communist time sched- 
ule for 1962. The time is short. Speed the LIGHT! 
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Lesson for March 27 in this issue 


Lesson 13.—A Witness in Chains. 
Acts 28:16-31; Philippians 1:12-30; 
Colossians 4:2-18. 
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The Pearl 
By Mary Miles 


AS it.from fleecy cloud or snowy 
surf 
God formed this lovely symphony 
in white? 
from the mystery of pain He 
wrought 
A beauteous gem aglow with pristine 
light. 


No, 


It is His way—from suffering sore to 
shape 
Within our lives rare jewels of His 
grace; 
Then cease, my soul, to fret and chafe 
and fight, 
For in these trials His hand of love I 
trace. 
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The Current Mood of 
Evangelical Christianity 


A strange, cold breeze blows across 
the face of evangelical Christianity, 
bringing with it uncertainty, instabil- 
ity, even fear. It is breath of a worldly, 
intellectual sophistication. It is the pull 
of a current that is carrying.some little 
boats from their traditional moorings. 
It is a self-conscious desire for recog- 
nition and aceeptance by the great ec- 
Clesiastical order, which itself is busy 
trying to make its peace with Rome 
and with the world at large. It is the 
insistence that, after all, Evangelicals 
are not so very different from others in 
Christendom—true we believe certain 


things, but these are subject to modi- 


“an evangelical seminary, 


‘fication by interpretation—after all, the 
real thing that separated us was our 
limited cultural horizon and our be- 
havior pattern. We were puritanical 
country boys, but now we know better. 
We agree we ought to understand one 


another and ought to get together. A 


Bible-believing minister, who for a gen- 
eration has carried the banner of un- 
compromising Biblical Christianity with 
an Elijah-like refusal to compromise, 
makes his peace with his ecclesiastical 
hierarchy by an ‘abject apology made 
apart from those qualifications that are 
still his glorious declamation of God’s 
eternal truth. A former president of 
which was 
built with the inheritance and gifts 
of simple, Bible-believing Christians, a 
man who himself was trained in the 
best tradition of American Fundamen- 
talism, writes of his sophisticated “post- 
Fundamentalist faith,” but with such 
confusion that one asks, What hap- 
pened? Where is he drifting? A bril- 
liant young scientist, who has attained 
national prominence and wealth, is no 
longer at home with simple, Bible-be- 
lieving Christians. He is unable to ac- 
cept God’s revelation with the simple 
faith of a little child. Genesis 1 to 11 
can no longer be taken at face value. 
Adam is now a symbol; the story of the 
Fall is a parable; the account of the 
flood is a “myth.” He joins some non- 
descript church of a major denomina- 
tion, yet he still carries a banner 
for so-called emancipated evangelical 
thought. A Christian college, begun in 
simplicity, is now wealthy, academically 
recognized, famous in its little circle 
in athletics, and already is straining 
for emancipation from its narrow past 
into the liberty of a “new evangelical- 
ism.” All of this may represent noth- 
ing more than an honest attempt to 
escape from a past that is legalistic, 


ve 


confining, and obscurantist, from-a neg- 
ativism that is unscriptural. It may 
be sincere and honest, but it may reflect 
a rising pride of life, an intellectual 
self-seeking, a sophistication and am- 
bition that is, in essence, contrary to 
the Spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Bible places no premium upon ig- 
norance, vulgarity, or prejudice. Still 
less does it countenance schism. Christ 
condemned the stupidity, the hypocrisy, 
and the mechanistic legality of the 
Pharisee of His day. But He also 
placed much emphasis upon simplicity, 
humility, and even the uncertainty of 
faith that recognizes, “Now I know in 
part.” The restless mood of current 
evangelicalism may be a portent of 
nothing more than a break from a 
sterile, negative tradition, a genuine 
self-examination that is both good and 
proper. But it could be indicative of 
the end, and the. beginning of some- 
thing new—the end of one era that 
began in faith, that had the glory of its 
full flower in: the battle of faith and 
truth against unbelief, and finally its 
collapse_into uncertainty and decay. If 
this is so, the Holy Spirit will raise up a 
new ‘standard for Christ and for His 
truth. We seem to learn so little from 
history and too often we are blind even 
to the trends we ourselves'set in motion. 
The writer was speaking some time ago 
to one of the few evangelical prophets 
of this generation in the United States, 
Dr. A. W. Tozer. He asked him the 
meaning of the current situation. “My 
brother,” was the reply, “wait a few 
more years. The Liberals of today will 
soon pass into oblivion. Today’s chang- 
ing Fundamentalist soon will become 
tomorrow’s Modernist, then God will 
raise up a new generation of those true 
to God and to His inerrant Word that 
will be ‘valiant in fight’ against the en- 
emy.” 
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9. At the Feet of Christ 


For Confession and Commission 


By T. Stanley Soltau, D.D. 


E HAVE already, in these ar- 
W ine: considered a number of 

people who were found at the 
feet of Jesus Christ during His earthly 
life. There are two others of whom I 
want to speak who also were seen there, 
not during His earthly life, but after 
His ascension to Heaven. Paul, who 


became the great apostle and mission- 
ary, and whose influence and work for 
the proclamation of the Gospel have 


been of inestimable value, is the subject 
for our meditation this week. The 
other we shal] consider next week. 

Paul, or Saul ashe was known until 
he started out on his great missionary 
journeys, was one of the bitterest ene- 
mies of the Gospel and the chief per- 
secutor of the early church. He hated 
the name of Jesus, and he hated all who 
bore that name or claimed to be His 
followers. He was present at the ston- 





ing of Stephen and guarded the clothes 
of the men who hurled the rocks and 
stones at the first martyr to the Chris- 
tian faith. Paul, with all his intense 
hatred of Christ Jesus, was a strictly 
conscientious and moral man, as he 
tells us-in the third chapter of his letter 
to the Philippians. He was brought up 
in the learning and tradition of the 
Jews, and was scrupulously careful in 
all his observance of the Mosaic Law, 
both moral and ceremonial. He was 
an ardent Jewish patriot, and his heart 
burned with the hope of the glorious 
destiny of his people foretold by the 
Old Testament prophets with which he 
had been familiar from his earliest 
boyhood. We are not told whether 
Paul ever saw Jesus Christ during His 
earthly life. But, in any event, he had 
heard much about Him and was doubt- 
less familiar with the stories of the 
wonderful miracles that Jesus Christ 
had wrought and the tremendous claims 
He had made concerning Himself, and 
the promises He had given to His fol- 
lowers. However, with all that knowl- 
edge, Paul had refused to regard Jesus 
Christ as anything but an imposter and 
a blasphemer, whose death on the cross 
was not only justly deserved, but was 
necessary in order to remove the blot 
of shame He had cast upon the Jewish 
nation by His stern denunciation of the 
Pharisees and the scribes and His -warn- 
ings of coming judgment for national 
sins. 

It was in this attitude of mind that 
Paul was journeying from Jerusalem 
up to Damascus, having received spe- 
cial authority from the chief priest to 
arrest and imprison the professed fol- 
lowers of the One’ whom he so hated. 
While on his journey, suddenly a light 
more brilliant and glorious than that 
of the Oriental noonday sun shone 
about him, and, dazzled and blinded by 
it, Paul fell to the ground. Three sep- 
arate and detailed accounts of this ex- 
perience are given in the Book of Acts, 
so there is no uncertainty as to just 
what took place. As Paul was pros- 
trate on the ground, he asked two ques- 
tions, and these two questions reveal 
what was going on in his mind. The 
questions were, “Who art thou, Lord?” 
(Acts 9:5), and “Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do?” (Acts 9:6). The first 
question might be called a confession, 
and the second resulted in his com- 
mission. Let us think of them briefly: 

“Who art thou, Lord?”—As Paul lay 
in the dust, bewildered and dazzled by 
the brilliance of the light that shone 
about him, he heard a voice saying, 
“Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?” 
In a flash Paul realized the awful 
delusion under which he had been labor- 
ing, for in the question that he stam- 
mered out he answered himself, even 
in the asking. Paul had found deep 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“As for God, his way is perfect” 
(Psa. 18:30). 




















200 (4) 


satisfaction in the crucifixion of the one 
whom he cajled Jesus of Nazareth, for 
by it he had reasoned that Jesus, the 
blasphemer, had met His rightful end 
and had been done to death, as He had 
deserved. Now Paul understands sud- 
denly and for the first time that Christ 
Jesus is not dead but alive, and mar- 
velously alive and radiant with the 


divine glory of God’s own presence and , 


person. As such He must be addressed 
as “Lord” for He was none other than 
the incarnate Son of God Himself. 

Paul had been familiar from his 
youth with the promises and proph- 
ecies of the Messiah who was to come. 
He was looking in expectation for the 
appearance of Him who was to be the 
hope of the Gentiles and the glory of 
God’s people Israel, whose coming was 
to be the ushering in of a new era of 
blessing for al]. Now, in a moment, he 
sees that He whom he, Paul, had so 
bitterly hated and persecuted, was none 
other than Israel’s Messiah for whose 
coming he had so often prayed and 
hoped. That realization was confirmed 
by the Lord’s words, “I am’ Jesus whom 
thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to 
kick against the pricks [or oxgoads].” 
Paul’s first question, then, was in real- 
ity a confession of his own terrible sin 
in his enmity toward Jesus Christ and 
his confession also that he now was 
ready to acknowledge Him as the di- 
vine Son of God, risen from the dead. 
It meant a complete revolution in Paul’s 
thinking. Up until then he had been 
depending upon his own strict morality 
and obedience to the Mosaic Law and 
was counting on that to keep him in a 
right relationship with God. Now he 
sees that his own righteousness is as 
filthy rags and his own efforts unavail- 
ing, and he understands that Jesus, 
whom he had hated as his enemy, in 
reality was God’s own Son who had 
given His perfect life as a sacrifice for 
Paul’s sins. All that was implied in the 
confession, “Lord.” 

“Lord, what wilt thou,have me to 
do?” The first question was, as we 
have seen, a confession. The second 
question was one in which Paul asks 
for his commission, “Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to, do?” Up until that 
moment, Paul had been directing his 
own life, making his own decisions, ful- 
filling his own desires and ambitions. 
In so doing, he had been eminently 
successful from the standpoint of his 
friends, and had built up an enviable 
reputation for himself by his brilliant 
intellect, passionate patriotism, and 
high moral integrity. Now, however, 
all is changed, for ‘he has accepted 
Jesus Christ not only as his Saviour. but 
also as his Lord. From now on He 
must be the one to direct Paul’s life, 
the goal of which is to be the fulfill- 
ment of His will and the glorifying of 
His holy name, regardless of. what it 
might mean for Paul in the way of 
suffering, or even death itself. 

This is what being at the feet of 
Christ should mean for every man. It 
is an experience each one of us must 
at some time go through, if our lives 
are going to count for time and for 


eternity to the glory of God. As w 
cast ourselves in humility at His feet 
in confession—confession of our sins 
and confession also of the glory ang 
deity of His person as our Saviour 


(Continued on page 212) 


Notes on Open Letters 


Why Were the Bodies of Saul 
and His Sons Cremated? 


Thank you for sending the copies 
of the Times containing. the articles 
on cremation. Since receiving the 
copies, I have read in 1 Samuel 3b 
11-13 that the men of Jabesh-gilead 
burned the bodies of Saul and his 
sons. In 2 Samuel 2:5, David com. 
mends this act. Who were the peo 
ple of Jabesh-gilead? Was this a 
heathen custom to burn the bodies? 
If so, why did. David commend them? 
—A Washington reader. 


Jabesh-gilead was a town of Gilead, 
the inhabitants of which were con- 
demned to destruction, with the. ex- 
ception of four hundred unmarried girls, 
because of failure to take part in the 
war of judgment against the tribe of 
Benjamin for a national sin (Judges 
20, 21). These four hundred virgins 
were given to the tribe of Benjamin 
to replace the women who had been 
Slain because of this judgment. These, 
together with some of the daughters 
of Shiloh, and certain Benjamite men 
who had escaped the judgment of their 
tribe, replenished the tribe of Benjamin 
and reoccupied its cities. 

After Saul was chosen king, the Am- 
monites besieged Jabesh-gilead, *but 
Saul raised the siege by defeating the’ 
besieging army (1 Sam. 11:1-11). Still 
later, after Saul had been slain and the 
Philistines had cut off the heads of 
Saul and his sons and fastened the 
headless bodies to the wall of Beth- 
shan, the men of Jabesh-gilead remem- 
bering deliverance of their city with 
gratitude, secretly took the bodies down 
and burned them. Cremation was not 
a normal Israelitish custom but seems 
to have been necessitated here by the 
condition of the bodies, which had been 
exposed to the elements for several 
days and which were, no doubt, in an 
extreme state of putrefaction. There 
may have been in this act also an ef- 
fort to prevent any further desecration 
and exhibition of these bodies. The 
charred bones were reverently buried 
in the vicinity of Jabesh-gilead and 
later they were removed to the sepul- 
cher of Kish, Saul’s father. 

David commended the men of Jabesh- 
gilead, not so much for the cremation 
of the bodies as for their kindness to 
the Lord’s anointed and the burial of 
his remains (2 Sam. 2:5}. 
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GEHAZI 


By the REV. L. E. MAXWELL 


Iscariot of the Old Testament. 
His greed for gain was indeed his 
besetting sin. Yet his covetousness had 
multiplied forms and branchings, in- 
cluding “many foolish and hurtful lusts, 


(5 EHAZI has been called the Judas 


all kinds of evil” (1 Tim. 6:9, 10, 
AS.V.). And we shall note how that 
in Gehazi was fulfilled the warning: 
“Which some reaching after ... have 


| pierced themselves through with many 


sorrows.” 

It is a great mercy when a man comes 
early in life to know the plague of his 
own heart. Each of us has some par- 
ticular temptation—“the sin which doth 
so easily beset” [i.e., “doth cling closely 
to us’].~ James says, “Each man is 
tempted when he is drawn away by his 
own lust” [“his own peculiar lust,” 
David Brown]. So prevalent is this 
plague of covetousness, even among 
God’s people, that we do well to be 
warned by the character and judgment 
of Gehazi. When Americans spend an- 
nually forty billion *dollars “just for 
‘fun,” it must be admitted that many 
today have been drawn away by this 
particular temptation, ie., the lustful 
passion for the things money can buy. 
For myriads this is indeed their “own 
peculiar lust.” 


His Elevated Position 

Gehazi was the servant of Elisha, the 
man of God. He first appears in 2 
Kings 4 as a good, faithful, and efficient 
servant, jealous.of his master’s honor. 
At that time Elisha consulted him as to 
what might be done for the Shunam- 
mite woman. At Gehazi’s suggestion 
of a supernaturally born son, Elisha 
discerned the mind of the Lord and 
prayed for the gift of the son. . Such 
was the elevated position of this con- 
fidential and chief servant of the 
prophet. ’ 

Who could have been the personal 
attendant upon Elisha without enjoy- 
ing many spiritual privileges? Gehazi 
had witnessed the raising from the 
dead of the Shunammite’s son. He had 
Seen the deadly pottage healed, the su- 
pernatural feeding of a multitude, and 
how, in 2 Kings 5, the miraculous re- 
covery of Naaman from his leprosy. 
The question comes, Had his privileges 
been so many that, through careless- 
hess and disobedience, he had become 
Calloused to God’s mercies and mar- 
vels? 

If we find it difficult to imagine such 
a great and good man as Elisha having 
such a traitor and turncoat of a servant, 
We need only remember that the place 
of loftiest privilege is ever the place of 















greatest peril. Familiarity with things 
divine can breed contempt. We might 
fancy that good masters as Elisha must 
have good servants. But, alas, facts 


,.. For the love of money is a root of . 
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His position, privileges, passion, perversions, and punishment 


Few seem to be aware, in these days, 
of the terrible temptation and snare 
that lie even in the will or desire to 
. be rich. Mr. Maxwell, who is prin- 
cipal of Prairie Bible Institute, Three 
Hills, Alberta, Can., shows the need 
for Christians to guard against the 
“love of money,” lest they be 
“pierced ... through with many 
sorrows.” 








are often contrary to fancy. Any pas- 
sion that is pampered will, in time, 
break down all barriers of conscience 
and bring its victim into subjection. 
Instance the ambition of Absalom, the 
vainglory of Saul, the departure of De- 
mas, the lust of Ananias and Sapphira, 
the covetousness of Judas. These and 
other individuals, such as Cain, Esau, 
Baalam, and’ Herod, each gave way to 
a kind of covetousness that spelled dis; 
aster. Christ’s warning is: “Take heed, 
and keep yourselves from all [every 
form of] covetousness” (Luke 12:15, 
AS.V.). 

Gehazi considered himself a practical 
and businesslike fellow. He thought 
his master fanciful, eccentric, peculiar. 
Did Elisha care nothing for Naaman’s 
gratefully offered gifts? His servant 
calculated with better business sense: 
“Behold my master hath spared ‘Naa- 
man this Syrian in not receiving at his 
hands that which he brought: as Je- 
hovah liveth, I will run after him, and 
take somewhat of him” (2 Kings 5:20, 
A.S.V.). “My master,” reasons Gehazi, 
“is not practical. Naaman will never 
miss that wee bit of wealth. Besides 
his healing of leprosy is worth a whole 
world of silver. Here is the opportu- 
nity of a lifetime. I dare not let it slip.” 
He was just like Judas, who was 
thoroughly disgusted with Jesus for not 
seizing the Messianic Kingdom when He 
manifestly had the opportunity and. the 
power. 


His Glib Profanity 

Listen to Gehazi in his glib use of the 
prophet’s language: “As Jehovah liveth, 
I will run after him [Naaman], and 
take somewhat of him.” Only a few 
minutes before, Elisha, under oath, sol- 
emnly refused Naaman’s gifts, saying, 
“As Jehovah liveth, . . . I will receive 
none.” Gehazi, like a _ well-practiced 
hypocrite, prefaces his foul decision 
with profanity: “As Jehovah liveth.” 

Gehazi was fleet of foot that day. 
The healed leper was not too far down 
the road. We can easily imagine 
Naaman, having already published it 
throughout the ranks of his great reti- 
nue that Elisha, the man of God, had 
stoutly refused the least fee or reward. 
Naaman would reason: “Surely there 
is no God but in Israel. Only the true 
God could cure my leprosy. And only 





the same true God could cure any man, 
even a man of God, of his craving for 
cash. How crystal clear to me that 
real religion dare not be cluttered up 
with covetousness! Elisha’s great re- 
fusal teaches me that the salvation of 
God is ‘without money and without 
price.’ What good news have I to carry 
back to all Syria!” 

The sight of Gehazi in ‘such hot pur- 
suit created some fear in the mind of 
Naaman. Hastily alighting from his 
chariot he asked, “Is all well?”* So 
smoothly Gehazi answers, “All is well.” 
’Tis the same until this hour. Ask any 
self-deluded hypocrite: “How are you 
getting along? Is all well?” You will 
get the ready response, “All is well.” 
Just like Gehazi he considers no con- 
sequences, fears no reaping of corrup- 
tion. He counts fully on a peaceful 
prosperity right along with his secret 
sin, “all is well.” Self-deceived hypo- 
crites run true to form. Scripture 
anticipates their false confidence with 
the warning: “Be not deceived; God is 
not mocked: for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap” (Gal. 
6:7). Corruption is the inevitable con- 
sequence of evil practice. 


His Bare-Faced Deception 

How inventive is Gehazi! One lie 
demands another. Yet his story must 
be plausible, must hold together. “Two 
young men, sons of the prophets, 
have just arrived from Mount Ephraim. 
My master just wonders if you would 
mind giving these young men a lift 
through Bible school. How worth- 
while! How appealing! The grateful 
Syrian, in his unsuspecting simplicity 
and first love for the Lord, responds: 
“Take double the desired silver.” Of 
course Gehazi, much accomplished in 
the art of bare-faced deception, had to 
be “urged” to “take two talents.” Naa- 
man “bound two talents of silver in two 
bags, with two changes of raiment, and 
laid them upon two servants; and they 
bare them before him [Gehazi]” (v. 23). 

Unseen, Gehazi had pursued Naaman. 
Unheard and undetected, as he sup- 
posed, his deceptions had succeeded. 
What a stroke of gain! So far, so 
good—“all is well.” So back went Ge- 
hazi dreaming of wonderful days ahead. 
As those two Syrian slaves went before 
him bearing garments and silver, his air 
castles begin to take shape. The great 
Archdeceiver, a past master at painting 
pictures, shows Gehazi “in a moment of 
time” a soon-coming and vast estate. 
Times of needless poverty are past. It 
may be proper for Elisha, eccentric 
and fanatic, to prefer poverty. But that 
is net for Gehazi. His imagination is 
fired, not only with “money” and “rai- 
ment,” already in the bag, but also with 
“oliveyards, and vineyards, and sheep 


(Continued on page 204) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





NATIONAL Capitol Crusade.— 

While it is still some months in the 

future, it is nof too early to an- 
nounce—so that all who rejoice in the 
marvelous work God is doing through 
Billy Graham may begin to pray ear- 
nestly for the effort—that Dr. Graham 
will be the speaker at a National Capitol 
Crusade to be held in Griffith Stadium 
for eight days, from Sunday, June 19 to 
Sunday, June 26. The Stadium, the home 
of Washington Senators baseball team, 
can accommodate about 25,000 persons. 
This will be the fourth Graham-team 
crusade to be held in a ball field. In 
the first two months of 1952, Dr. 
Graham conducted a. crusade of five 
weeks in Washington, which concluded 
with a meeting on the steps of the Cap- 
itol building, where forty thousand peo- 
ple gathered despite a heavy rain. 

The Executive Committee will be in 
charge of Judge Boyd Leedom, chair- 
man of the National Labor Relations 
Board, and Dr. 'Edward R. Elson, the 
President’s pastor, will serve as second 
vice president. 


Modernization Comes to Nazareth.— 
A dispatch sent to Reuters carries a 
very interesting note about the city of 
Nazareth, beautifully situated on a Gal- 
ilean hillside. The communication 
’ says: “For a decade this all-Arab town 
in the heart of the Jewish state had 
been marking time, standing out like a 
quaint museum piece against the setting 
of the surrounding modern towns and 
villages. But now the unfamiliar sight 
for: Nazareth of large factories and in- 
dustrial plants is evident on the slopes 
of the northern hill of the town, clusters 
of new buildings have appeared, hous- 
ing projects for the town workers, and 
an entire new Jewish suburb, where 
fifteen hundred housing units already 
have been erected, and an equal num- 
ber are planned in 1960.” A new build- 
ing for the Y.M.C.A. will be erected 
this year. A vast new basilica is to be 
erected on the traditional site of the 
appearance of the angel Gabriel to the 
Virgin Mary, the fourth building to be 
erected on this spot since the Emperor 
Constantine built his first Church of 
the Annunciation early in the fourth 
century. 


State Support for French Schools.—The 
Roman Catholic Church’ has just won 
another victory in the realm. of edu- 
cation in Europe. To understand what 
has happened we need a little back- 
ground. 

In France, before the French Revolu- 
tion, all education was controlled by 
the Church, by which, of course, we 
mean the Roman Catholic Church. The 
Revolution established the principle of 
State-supported lay schools and of lib- 
erty of instruction. In the nineteenth 
ceftury, the Third Republic took drastic 
steps to remove Church influence, es- 
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pecially in the realm of education. In 
1903 all schools in France conducted by 
religious orders were closed. For years, 
a powerful anticlerical majority sat: in 
the French Parliament. Subsequently, 
the Catholic orders were tolerated even 
though illegal, and schools were allowed 
to carry on, but without state funds. 
During this last December, a bill was 
introduced into the French National 
Assembly, allowing for state aid to be 
given to Roman Catholic schools. In 
other words, money raised by taxes 
throughout France may now be spent 
on promoting Roman Catholic educa- 
tion. The bill was approved on Decem- 
ber 24 by the overwhelming majority 
of 427 to 71. Against the bill were 
Socialists, Communists, and Radicals, 
and of course, many others. Because of 
this vote, the Minister of Education, 
André Boulloche, a former socialist, 
has resigned in violent protest against 
this decision. Catholic schools can now 
receive state support if they simply 
meet the standards for teacher quali- 
fications and will not need to expect 
much State control over instruction. 
Some 1,750,000 French children attend 
private schools, of which more than 95 
per cent are Catholic. Public school 
attendance is about 8,000,000. 

The New York Times says: “The ef- 
fects of the rekindled controversy are 
apt to be felt most in the small towns 
where there is an almost legendary 
revolution between the parish and the 
public school, and between the priest 
and the free-thinking school teacher.” 

One of the powerful influences result- 
ing in this vote was the passionate plea 
of the Premier Michel Debré who ap- 
pealed for what he called “unity,” but 
the former Premier Mollet warned the 
Parliament of what they were doing in 
these words: “Right now France must 
face the greatest difficulties perhaps of 
her history. The evolution of the com- 
munity, the search for a solution to the 
Algerian drama, the establishment of 
world peace in freedom. All these 
questions require the greatest national 
unity. Instead you are choosing to sow 
the most terrible ferment of discord.” 


“Growing Campaign Against Russian 
Synagogues,” is the title of an article 
that appeared in the London Jewish 
Chronicle. I would like to quote, with- 
out comment, the first few para- 
graphs: 

“Mr. Khrushchev’s son-in-law, Alexei 
I. Adzhubey, has recently. been ap- 
pointed editor of ‘Izvestia’—an important 
position as he controls the official news- 
paper and mouthpiece of the Soviet 
Government. Since his appointment 
gatherings of the Khrushchev household 
must have become more lively, cer- 
tainly more varied and interesting. For 
among the rather dull reports about in- 
dustrial production and achievements 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D, 


‘in the ‘Virgin Lands’ the columns of 


‘Izvestia’ have lately been interspersed 
with items on Jewish religious life and 
particularly about synagogues. 

“One of the latest items on this sub- 
ject was a denial repudiating reports 
of the closure of the Kiev Synagogue, 
Moscow radio followed ‘Izvestia’ by 
broadcasting the denial in its overseas 
programme. Significantly the denial 
concerned the Kiev Synagogue which 
no one had ever reported to have been 
closed. Since then there have been 
other denials, and the latest one was 
that issued under the name of Rabbi 
Levine, of Moscow. This claims that 
in addition to the main synagogue there 
are three other houses of prayer in the 
Soviet capital. 

“But what actually is the truth about 
synagogues in the Soviet Union? That 
the Russians have become very sen- 
sitive to this issue and are anxious to 
allay apprehension abroad is clear, 
otherwise neither Mr. Adzhubey nor 
Moscow radio would have troubled to 
issue denials. What is unexplained is 
why the Soviets should have started 
this action in Czernowitz and other 
places, and how many synagogues have 
been affected. 

“Without saying so openly, it is clear 
that the Soviet authorities, having de- 
cided to follow Stalin’s ban on Jewish 
organisations and every form of Jewish 
national life, are trying to liquidate the 
last vestiges of what may be called 
Jewish group life in the Soviet Union. 
In the absence of any other distinctly 
Jewish institutions the synagogues have 
become the only centres where Jews 
gather as a group and are able to iden- 
tify themselves in prayer and other- 
wise with their fellow Jews. ... 

“Until recently the authorities, for one 
reason or another, turned a blind eye 
to these gatherings and Jews had few 
complaints. Since last year, however, 
the drive against them has been in- 
tense. It is now practically impossible 
for any new ‘dvatsatka’ to obtain per- 
mission to open a house of prayer. In 
many cases permits granted some years 
ago have been withdrawn or termi- 
nated on the excuse that the place is 
‘no, longer fit’ for ‘hygienic’ or other 
reasons for people to meet or pray in. 
It has become equally difficult to ob- 
tain permission from the authorities for 


minyanim to be held for the purpose 


of saying Kaddish.” 

The same journal recently printed a 
communication received in that office 
from a Jewish rabbi on the east side of 
London. After quoting Deuteronomy 
8:10, he asks a question of the Jews of 
that city: 

“Why is it that so many people who 
would recoil at the partaking of any 
meal not specifically kosher, think s0 
little of the Biblical command to recite 
Grace? One has only to dine at any 
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’ of our kosher restaurants, or be a guest 
at any of our hotels and boarding 
houses up and down the community to 
notice how rare it is to find a diner 
washing his hands, and reciting Grace 
before and after meals, not to mention 
the fact that hardly a head is covered 
during the meal. 

“Does this savour of fanaticism on 
my part? Those who know me will 
hardly credit me with religious bigotry. 
On the contrary, have I not been taken 
to task in your columns on more than 
one occasion as encouraging a reinter- 
pretation and modification of certain 
Jewish usages and observances? No, it 
is not excessive froomkeit that I am ad- 
vyocating—though we could all do with 
regular injections of sincere piety. My 
purpose is an appeal to the logical and 
reasonable faculties within us. For, 
according to the Torah, to ‘bless’ after 
having eaten to our satisfaction is as 
much a command as not to eat trefa.... 


“Why is it that so many guests at our 
social, or semireligious banquets, like 
weddings and Barmitzvahs, behave so 
shabbily and indecorously while Grace 
is being recited? You will notice that 
many ladies prefer to walk out before 
Grace is begun, and that too large a 
number of the diners who remain think 
nothing of continuing the canversation 
which has not flagged throughout the 
meal, and, in some cases, which has 
begun while attending the chuppa cere- 
mony in the synagogue.” 


Bible Publishing—A London evening 
newspaper of recent date carried a half- 
page article on the astounding growth 
of the Bible publishing business in 
Great Britain. It is estimated that last 
year in Britain alone, 2,750,000 Bibles 
were sold. (It is difficult to ascertain 
exactly how many Bibles are sold in 
any large country, since some publish- 
ers are reluctant to give out such fig- 
ures.) The British and Foreign Bible 
Society last year distributed 3,500,000 
complete Bibles and 3,250,000 New Tes- 
taments. It is interesting to note that 
J. B. Phillips, the famous New Testa- 
ment translator, and Prebendary of 
Chichester Cathedral, has’ had over 
2,500,000 copies of his translations sold. 
This has brought him over $400,000, but, 
as the writer says, “Now he finds to his 
embarrassment that his work has 
brought him a small pre-tax fortune” 


—and in England taxes are high. 


One of the strangest religious move- 
ments of our century is that founded 
by Rabbi Solomon Leib Halberstam, of 
Brooklyn, now residing in Kiryat Sanz, 
Israel. His group, living in Williams- 
burg, Brooklyn, believe that “he has 
divine power that is transmitted to 
Talmud scholars dedicated to the ways 
of the Baal Shem Tov,” the founder of 
the Hassidic movement three centuries 
ago. Already fifty-one of his followers 
are with their so-called master and 
teacher, in Israel, and many others are 
Planning to go. Many rabbis of this 
group in the United States are anti- 


* Israel, but not so Rabbi Halberstam. 


His followers in the United States are 
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said to number about one thousand. 
The rabbi’s first wife and their eleven 
children perished in the Nazi death 
camps. 


Sacrilege, Past and Present.—An evan- 
gelical journal refers to the publication, 
in the student newspaper of Duke Uni- 
versity, The Chronicle, of a fictional 
story about the Virgin Birth which (the 
words are from those who took action 
in the matter) so definitely “mingled 
the acutely obscene with the offensively 
sacrilegious.” Duke University is af- 
filiated with the Methodist Church. 
Officials said The Chronicle would re- 
sume publication after a staff reorgan- 
ization. A Russian periodical could not 
have been more insulting in regard to a 
holy doctrine than this student paper 
issued in an American university. 

‘This leads me to write briefly of 
something I have never before put in 
print. Over thirty years ago, when I 
made my first visit to Palestine, I had 
the privilege of spending an hour with 
that superb scholar, the late Dr. W. M. 
Christie, who for years had been rep- 
resenting the Scottish Mission to the 
Jews on Mount Carmel. Dr. Christie 
is the author of a volume, “Palestine 
Calling,” published a quarter of a cen- 
tury ago, a book that has never been 
given the attention it deserves. Dur- 
ing this visit, he told me a story, the 
facts of which I have never had time to 
investigate further. Early in the twen- 
tieth century, a Jewish paper in Jeru- 
salem published a story in which the 
doctrine of the Virgin Birth of Christ 
was referred to in a blasphemous way. 
The details of the story are too coarse 
to repeat here. The Dominican Fathers, 
learned men who conduct the great Bib- 
lical Institute in Jerusalem, sued the 
Jéwish paper for damages, invoking the 
law against blasphemy. They won their 
case, and the paper was forced to pay 
a fine. I have often wished I could get 
in touch with someone in the Holy Land 
who would know how to recover the 
court records of this case. How I would 
love to read the arguments for the Vir- 
gin Birth of Christ developed in a court 
in Jerusalem in the twentieth century! 

I have never seen this episode re- 
ferred to in any journal, but certainly 
the word of Dr. Christie is trustworthy. 
If anyone reading these columns knows 
more about this, I would be pleased to 
hear of it. 


A World Council of Synagogues.—A 
meeting recently held at Kiamesha 
Lake, New York, resulted in the for- 
mation of a World Council of Syna- 
gogues, a unanimous action of more than 
1300 representatives of Judaism who 
had gathered from twenty-two differ- 
ent countries. This is a conservative 
group. 

The United Synagogue organization 
speaks for about one million synagogue- 
goers. Two million Jews are equally 
divided between the Orthodox and Re- 
formed branches of American Judaism. 
The Reformed movement organized a 
World Union of Progressive Judaism 
several years ago. The Orthodox group 
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has no comparable organization. A 
spokesman for the Kiamesha Lake dele- 
gates told a reporter of the New York 
Times that this new World Council was 
“the first organization representing Jew- 
ish communities from so many nations 
to be established under traditional re- 
ligious auspices in the whole 5000-year 
span of Jewish history.” 


Buddhism’s Vigorous New Campaign 
of Deception.—It is easy to deceive peo- 
ple who can neither read nor write 
regarding historical facts, for they are 
not able to check information in stand- 
ard reference works. Buddhist leaders 
in Taiwan are saying that Abraham 
Lincoln and Henry W. Longfellow were 
Buddhists! This claim is based.on the 
report that Lincoln once saved the life 
of a pig, and that Longfellow was so 
filled with remorse after shooting a 
bird that he never again went hunting 
with a gun. These and other similar 
assertions are being widely circulated 
today by leaders of Buddhism, who 
have launched a new vigorous cam- 
paign in thirteen different monthly 
publications. They are also claiming 
that “Christianity is the true source of 
Communism,” and that—a _ statement 
with some. truth—“it is a known fact 
that Communism has penetrated the 
church in America and that many pas- 
tors are pro-Communists.” 


“How Many Jews Are There?” is the 
title of an informative article in a re- 
cent issue of the London Jewish Chron- 
icle. The statistical table indicates that 
in 1900 there were 11,209,000 Jews; in 
1939, just before the Nazi persecution, 
16,763,000, but in 1959, twenty years 
later, only 13,132,000. The greatest loss, 
of course, was in Europe, where in 1939 
there were 10,000,000 Jews, almost 60 
per cent of the Jewish population of 
the world. ‘Today in Europe there are 
only 4,380,000, or 33 per cent of the Jews 
of the world. In 1900 America had 
1,145,000 Jews, or 10 per cent of the 
total; whereas in 1959, this nation had 
6,200,000 Jews, or 47 per cent of the 
total. 7 


Dr. Thomas Moseley Called Home.— 
One by one the great Christian leaders 
of the later part of the nineteenth 
century and the earlier years of this 
century are passing on. The latest of 
these to be called home is Dr. Thomas 
Moseley, President Emeritus of the 
seventy-seven-year-old Nyack Mission- 
ary College. In his earlier years, Dr. 
Moseley was a missionary in West 
China with the Christian and Mission- 
ary Alliance. He held an M.A: degree 
from the University of South Carolina, 
and honorary D.D. degrees from 
Wheaton College and Bob Jones Uni- 
versity. He is survived by his wife, 
Eva Palmquist Moseley, a daughter and 
a son, the latter being chairman of the 
Division of General Studies at Nyack 
College. According to word from the 
college, more than one-half of the liv- 
ing alumni of Nyack Missionary Col- 
lege took their training at this insti- 
tution during Dr. Moseley’s eighteen 
years as president. 
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Gehazi 
(Continued from page 201) 
and oxen, and men-servants, and maid- 
servants” (v. 26). 

When he and the two slaves “came 
to the hill,” likely within sight of the 
prophet’s home—Gehazi manages the 
entire load himself, smuggles the treas- 
ure into the house, dismisses the slaves, 
and, with an air. of utmost innocence 
and self-assurance, appears for ordi- 
nary duty before his master. But the 
greedy hypocrite had forgotten that, 
on occasion, the prophet had a super- 
natural gift of knowledge. 

With the gaze of God in his eye, 
Elisha pierces the culprit with the 
words: “Whence comest thou, Gehazi?” 
Boldly the villain, to cover his tracks, 
answered, “Thy servant went no 
whither.” How stricken and _  con- 
founded must he have been when Elisha 
revealed how that in “heart” he had 
himself been on the spot during his 
Seryant’s every deception. Then the 
question, “Is it a time to receive?” 
shows the reason, in Naaman’s new- 
found faith, for Elisha’s stubborn re- 
fusal of the man’s wealth, lest the Syr- 
ian’s conception of the free love and 
grace of God be confused in the least 
with either merit or money. At such 
a crisis time, what business had Gehazi 
grasping for Syrian silks and garments 
and fields and servants? 

But let us soberly ask ourselves: In 
this day, when we tremble on the verge 
of international crisis, when those 
things we cherish may be so soon and 
so utterly dissolved, is it a time, we 
ask, for Christians to be grasping after 
the gold and the silver and the gar- 
ments of a vanishing world? It must 


be shamefully evident to the dying mil- 
lions—lost natiofs, Syrias everywhere 
awaiting the Good News—that we 
Christians, like Gehazi, are greedily 
pursuing that world that is so soon to 
perish. 

“The leprosy therefore of Naaman 
shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy 
seed forever.” The penalty falls. Little 
-did Gehazi dream that the garments 
he ran greedily after carried with them 
the leprosy,of Naaman. He got the 
coveted goods, but he got more than 
he bargained for. The punishment was 
commensurate with the crime. Gehazi 
clad himself and his children, and his 
children’s children, with never-ending 
shame. From the presence of his mas- 
ter he went out “a leper as white as 
snow.” His love of money proved to 
be the root of all kinds of evil. While 
he coveted and reached after: the cash, 
he pierced himself and all his posterity, 
pierced them “through with many sor- 
rows.” 

Where is our Syria? What is that 
nation or who is that neighbor to whom 
we owe the Gospel of the pure grace 
of God? How concerned we should be 
lest this glorious Gospel be misrepre- 
sented or tarnished by any kind of 
covetousness! So many of us as Chris- 
tian parents have gone greedily after 
the things of the flesh, only to discover, 
too late, that we not only kept our off- 
spring from eternal life and blessing, 
but also covered our “seed for ever” 
with corruption and shame and ever- 
lasting contempt. If we could see with 
God’s . eyes, would many professing 
Christians, though as privileged and 
prominent as Gehazi, stand smitten, 
“lepers as white as snow”? 


THREE Hints, ALBERTA, CAN. 


A Vital Missionary Program 


Keeping the church and Sunday school informed 


66 SSIONS is the chief business of 
our church,” stated a member 
of the missionary committee. 

This was not an idle statement, for 
we believe that missionary: work may 
be taking the Gospel to the heart of 
Africa or to the islands of the sea, but 
it also may be reclaiming lost men and 
women from the slums of a great city 
or those in our great state institutions. 
It also may be bringing the Gospel to 
the unsaved in our own community. 


In presenting the missionary chal- 
lenge to our people we begin with the 
tiny tots. Our Bible school supports an 
orphan in Korea and this is largely 
taken care of by the children. Little 
Kim’s picture has a prominent place 
in the Nursery-Beginner Department 
and prayer is offered for him every 
Sunday. At Christmas time a box is 
sent to our faraway friend from the 
entire school, the little folk sometimes 
sending personal cards. Kim’s Christ- 
mas card and thank-you letter, as well 
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as quarterly letters, are read in each 
department and then placed on the bul- 
letin board for all to enjoy. 

All departments of our school take 
two offerings each week, one for mis- 
sions and one for our own expenses. 
Offerings on the first Sunday of the 
month go toward the support of our 
Korean friend. We had aided our mis- 
sionaries in Pakistan in the purchase of 
a much-needed jeep, and the missionary 
offerings of succeeding Sundays go to- 
ward the upkeep of this jeep. (A letter 
from “Jenny the Jeep” was sent to us 
recently and much enjoyed.) The mis- 
sionary fund of the church receives the 
entire offering of the Main Department 
of the school on the first Sunday of the 
month. 

We have sent a young couple from 
our church as missionaries to Pakistan 
and all of our groups have a part in their 
support and: encouragement. Letters 
read from the pulpit each Sunday, as 
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Carefree Cruising in 
Waters 





RUISING in Alaskan waters is de 

jightful in the summertime, ag 
many who have traveled with The 
Sunday School Times Christian Fellow- 
ship Cruises will testify. Another 
cruise, the twenty-first, has been -ar- 
ranged for this coming summer. Mem- 
bers of the party will enjoy the 
relaxation and peace of a comfortable 
steamer voyage on the placid waters of 
the Inside Passage. Free from care and 
stress and resting comfortably in deck 
chairs, they will watch glorious scenery 
as they pass between majestic moun- 
tains past wooded islands, tumbling 
waterfalls, quaint native villages, and 


fishing fleets. Schools of porpoises often , 


will follow the boat, and sometimes even 
whales may be seen in the distance. 
Along the route from Vancouver, B. C.,, 
to Skagway, Alaska, the ship will stop 
at interesting ports such as Prince 
Rupert, Ketchikan, Wrangell, and Ju- 
neau. ¢ 

Arriving at Skagway, Alaska, the 
party will entrain for a 69-mile ride on 
a narrow-gauge railroad that follows the 
old “Trail of '’98” to Carcross in Yukon 
Territory. Towering, snow-capped 
peaks and beautiful lakes will be visible, 
on every hand and will exhaust the 
superlatives of the tourists as they see 
the marvelous handiwork of the Creator. 

Hearts will also be lifted to Him in 
praise and thanksgiving each morning 
on the boat trip, when a before-break- 
fast devotional meeting will be led by 
Mr. Jaeger, a director of the Sunday, 
School Times Company, who, with Mrs. 
Jaeger, will be with the party through- 
out the cruise. 

On the rail journey from Chicago, 
which will begin on July 5, and on the 
return journey, which will reach Chi- 
cago July 25, there will be stops at 
Seattle, Wash.; Mt. Rainier, Wash; 
Victoria and Vancouver, B. C.; and 
Lake Louise and Banff, Alta. Where 
the schedule includes overnight stays at 
any of these places, accommodations at 
the best hotels will be arranged. 

If you are interested in joining the 
1960 Christian Fellowship Cruise / to 
Alaska, a card mailed to Mr. Harry J. 
Jaeger, in care of The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. 13th Street, 
Philadelphia 5, will bring you an Alaska 
folder, giving full costs and details of 
the cruise. Limited space on the SS. 
Princess Louise is available, so it is 
advisable to make your inquiries and 
reservations, early in order to be as- 
sured of being included in the 1960 
party. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Acts 28:16 And when we came to Rome, the centurion de- 





livered the prisoners to the captain of the. guard: but Paul 
was suffered to dwell”°by himself with a soldier that kept 
him. 
17 And it came to pass, that after three days Paul called 
the chief of the Jews together: and when they were come 
together, he said unto them, Men and brethren, though I 
have committed nothing against the people, or customs of 
our fathers, yet was I delivered prisoner from Jerusalem 
into the hands of the Romans. 

18 Who, when they had examined me, would have let me 
go, because there was no cause of death in me. 

19 But when the Jews spake against it, I was constrained 
to appeal unto Caesar; not that I had ought to accuse my 
nation of. 

20 For this cause therefore have I called for you, to see 
you, and to speak with you: because that for the hope of 
Israel I am bound with this chain. 

21 And they said unto him, We neither received letters 


LESSON 13. MARCH 27. A WITNESS IN CHAINS 


Acts 28:16-31; Philippians 1:12-30; Colossians 4:2-18; printed text, Acts 28:16-24, 30, 31 


Golden Text.—In all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us._Rom. 8:37 


out of Judaea concerning thee, neither any of the brethren 
that came shewed or spake any harm of thee. 

22 But we desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest: for 
as concerning this sect, we know that every where it is 
spoken against. 

23 And when they had appointed him a day, there came 
many to him into his lodging; to whom he expounded and 
testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning 
Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, 
from morning till evening. 

24 And some believed the things which were spoken, and 
some believed not. 


30 And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired 
house, and received all that came in unto him, 

31 Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those 
things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all con- 
fidence, no man forbidding him. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
AUL’S career as missionary pio- 
Pree: and Christian theologian 
commenced with his conversion 
on the road to Damascus and ended in 
Rome, the capital of a vast empire. 

In this metropolis Paul was a prisoner 
of Rome but not confined to a jail or 
dungeon. He was bound to a Roman 
soldier, but was otherwise unhindered 
in his work. His hired apartment be- 
came the scene of intense, protracted 
activity as he witnessed for the Saviour 
he so dearly loved. 

What groups visited him? 

First, Roman Jews. The Emperor 
Claudius had ordered their banishment 
years before (cf. Acts 18:2). But the 
imperial edict was no longer enforced. 


' Jews had returned to Rome and settled 


again, chiefly in a district across the 
River Tiber. The “chief of the Jews” 
(28:17) whom Paul summoned probably 
included the ruler of their synagogue 
and outstanding religious and commer- 
cial leaders. 

Second, Christian friends whose 
names were known to Paul but whom 
he had never met. Some of these, 
mentioned in his Epistle to the Romans 
(e.g., 16:10, 14, 15), may have been in 
the welcoming group that met Paul at 
the Appian forum (Acts 28:15). 

Third, Paul’s personal friends of long 
Standing. What a comfort it was to 
have Luke “the beloved physician” with 
him (cf. the “we” of Acts 28:16, and 
Col. 4:14). Aquila and Priscilla, in 
whose home the Christian assembly met 
(cf. Rom. 16:3-5), were close friends 
(cf. Acts 18:1-3). John Mark, writer 
of the second Gospel; Epaphras, pastor 
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from Colosse; Tychicus, faithful mes- 
senger to the churches; Aristarchus of 
Thessalonica, Paul’s traveling compan- 
ion (cf. Acts 19:29; 20:4)—all these and 
many others were there (cf. Col. 4:7, 
10, 12; Eph. 6:21). The apostle did not 
labor alone. Consecrated believers 
shared his passion for souls, encouraged 
and prayed with him, and bore him to 
the throne of grace in their own 
prayers. 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 28:16—‘“. . . when we came to 
Rome, the centurion delivered the pris- 
oners to the captain of the guard... 
Paul was suffered to dwell by himself 
with a soldier that kept him.” Note 
the simplicity of the language used to 
describe one of the most momentous 
facts of history, Paul’s arrival in Rome. 
The apostle was turned over to the 
prefect of the division of the Praetorian 
Guard which acted as the emperor’s 
bodyguard. Probably persuaded by the 
centurion, Julius, ,the prefect allowed 
Paul. to live alone, guarded by only 
one soldier. 

Verse 17.—“. . . after three days Paul 
called the chief of the Jews together 

. he said unto them ... though I 

have committed nothing against the 
people, or customs of our fathers, yet 
was I delivered prisoner from Jeru- 
salem into the hands of the Romans.” 
Paul’s usual practice was to preach the 
Gospel to the Jews first. During the 
three days he (1) got settled in his 
lodgings; (2) found out who the lead- 
ing Jews were. His first desire was to 
clear himself of any charges of oppo- 
sition either to the Hebrew nation (“the 
people”), or of lack of respect for the 
traditions and practices of the patri- 
archs and their successors. 

Verse 18.—“Who, when they had ex- 


amined me, would have let me go, be- 
cause there was no cause of death in 
me.” The Romans had studied Paul’s 
case repeatedly (e.g., Acts 24:1-22, 24-26; 
26:1-29). No Roman judge had ever 
convicted him. He uses the favorable 
verdict of Agrippa and Festus (26:31, 
32) as proof of his innocence. Then 
why did he appeal to Caesar? 


Verse 19—“. . . when the Jews spake 
against it, I was constrained to appeal 
unto Caesar; not that I had ought to 
accuse my nation of.” The unfair hos- 
tility of Palestinian Jews, not Paul’s 
disrespect for Judaism as such, led him 
to appeal to the emperor. He is an- 
swering a question which must have 
been troubling the Roman Jews: why 
should an innocent Hebrew appeal to 
a higher tribunal? 


Verse 20.—“For this cause ... have I 
called for you... to speak with you: 
because ... for the hope of Israel I am 
bound with this chain.” One of Paul’s 
wrists was chained to the wrist of his 
Roman guard. Ignoring the insignifi- 
cant accusations leveled against him by 
his Hebrew foes, he came at once to the 
point: his imprisonment was due to his 
conviction concerning “the hope of Is- 
rael” (cf. 23:6; 26:6, 7). This hope re- 
lated to (1) the coming Messiah, the 
Lord Jesus; (2) resurrection from the 
dead, realized in Christ and assured 
for all believers in Him. 


Verse 21—‘“And they said ... We 
neither received létters out of Judaea 
concerning thee, neither any of the 
brethren that came spake any 
harm of thee.” This does not mean that 
the Roman Jews had never heard about 
Paul. They knew a great deal about 
him. Hence their willingness to come 
to his lodgings. They had Simply had 
no correspondence, nor had they met 
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Hebrew visitors from Palestine inform- 
ing them of any evil on Paul’s part. 
Remember that .during the winter 
months sea travel was often suspended. 


Verse 22.—“. ... we desire to hear... 
what thou thinkest . . . as concerning 
this sect, we know that everywhere it 
is spoken agains.” “Sect” is hairesis 
(Greek, whence “heresy.” See 24:5). 
The Roman Jews “requested” (literally) 
Paul to express his views. Note (1) 
their respect for him, possibly because 
of his unusual treatment by the author- 
ities amd because they had heard no 
evil concerning him; (2) their associa- 
tion of Paul with the “sect.” They 
had heard that he was connected with 
it but thought that perhaps he was not 
“contaminated” by it. 


Verse 23.—“. . . there came many to 
him into his lodging; to whom he ex- 
pounded ... the kingdom of God, per- 
suading them concerning Jesus, both 
out of the law of Moses, and out of the 
prophets, from morning till evening.” 
During. this all day session Paul ad- 
dressed a mingled group. He based 
his reasoning on two major divisions of 
the Old Testament Scriptures as he 
spoke of the Lord Jesus, the long ex- 
pected Messiah of Israel and the central 
figure of God’s Kingdom (into which a 
man is born through faith in Christ’s 
atoning blood, cf. John 3:3, 14-16). 


Verse 24—“And some believed the 
things which were spoken, and some 
believed not,” “Believed” is the pas- 
Sive form (in the Greek) of “persuad- 
ing” (in.v. 23): some were persuaded, 
by Paul’s logic, eloquence, or passion, 
but supremely by the convicting power 
of the Holy Spirit. Why did others re- 
main in their unbelief? See, e.g., 2 Cor. 
4:3, 4. 


Verse 30.—*“. . . Paul dwelt two whole 
years in his own hired house, and re- 
ceived all that came in unto him.” 
During these two years under house 
arrest, Paul was under constant sur- 
veillance. His Roman guard was al- 
ways near. He could not go to the 
synagogue but visitors, who had free 
access to him, received a cordial wel- 
come. The rent for his lodgings (or 
apartment) may have been supplied by 
his friends (cf. Phil. 4: 10-14). 


Verse 31.—“Preaching the kingdom of 
God ... teaching . .. things which con- 
cern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all 
confidence, no man forbidding him.” 
“No man forbidding him” is akolutos 
(Greek, “unhindered”). Paul both pro- 
claimed (declared, announced) and 
taught (analytically, logically). Note 
the repetition of the subjects, as in 
verse 23. The coming of the Messiah- 
King, and the identity of the Lord 
Jesus as that King—these constituted 
his incessant theme. 


The Heart of the Lesser 

In Paul’s Letter to the Philippians, 
written while he was under house ar- 
‘rest in Rome, he stated, “The things 
which happened unto me have fallen 
out rather unto the furtherance of the 
Gospel” (1:12). Later in the same 


Epistle he sent greetings to the Philip- . 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


12. March 20.—Paul’s Voyage to Rome. 
Acts 27¢1 to 28:15 


Next Week’s Lesson 


1. April 8.—Jesus, the Master Teacher. 
Matthew 4:23 to 7:29; 9:14-17 


Mark 4:1, 2a, 10-13, 38, 34 








pian assembly from men “of Caesar’s 
household” (4:22), some of whom he 
may have led to Christ (cf. 1:13, where 
he declares that his “bonds in Christ 
are manifest in all the palace,” i.e., 
the praetorium.) 

During the two years Paul spent in 
Rome he was feverishly busy. The con- 
stant close presence of a Roman soldier 
was no handicap! Instead the apostle 
probably witnessed to guard after 
guard, periodically adding to the con- 
verts in “Caesar’s household.” 

Day after day he addressed visitors 
who swarmed to see this Jew who had 
appealed to Caesar. His invariable 
theme: “things which concern the Lord 
Jesus Christ” (Acts 28:31). Many of 
those who “believed the things which 
were spoken” (v. 24) .were added to the 
Roman assembly as the number of 
Christians in the city steadily increased. 

When the crowds were gone, he 
joined his beloved Christian friends in 
fellowship, prayer, and discussion. And 
when he was left alone, under the in- 
spiration of the Holy Spirit he penned 
the remarkable words of Ephesians, 
Philippians, Colossians, and -Philemon. 

The Book of Acts has no formal end- 
ing. Luke the author summarizes Paul’s 
Roman ministry (28:30, 31), but then 
seems to leave the record open. Why? 
Perhaps because the Acts of the Holy 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


LTHOUGH in his own hired house 
in Rome, how was Paul constantly 
reminded that he was a prisoner? 


2. What evidence did Paul bring 
forth to prove that he was innocent? 

3. What explanation does he give for 
his appeal to Caesar? 

4> Upon what two central themes 
did Paul dwell in his Roman witness? 


5. Name three close friends of Paul 
who were with him in Rome, 


6. What did Paul declare to be the 
ultimate reason for his Roman impris- 
onment? 


7. What Old Testament prophecy 
does Paul say was fulfilled by the un- 
belief of Roman Jews? 


8. In writing to the Philippians, what 
opinion of his Roman arrest does Paul 
express? 

9. What does Paul tell the Philip- 
pians was his “earnest expectation” and 
“hope,” so far as his relationship to 
Christ and the Gospel was concerned? 

10. What two men was Paul about to 
send to Colosse to tell believers there 
about his condition in Rome? 


(Answers on page 212) 


Spirit still continue. Believers of every 
era are to keep endlessly busy for the 
Saviour until He comes. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Paul’s house arrest in Rome (Acts 
28: 16-31) 

2. Paul’s attitude toward this experience 
(Phil. 1: 12-30) 


3. Paul and his friends (Col. 4:2-18) 


Topics for Development 

Paul’s Subsequent Career. The pos- 
sibility exists that Paul later stood 
trial by a Roman court and was ac- 
quitted of the charges laid against him. 
In writing to Timothy he states, “At 
my first answer (i.e, defense) no man 
stood with me .. . Notwithstanding the 
Lord stood with me ... and I -was 
delivered out of the mouth of the lion” 
(2 Tim. 4:16, 17). Later he must have 
been rearrested. For his second letter 
to Timothy was clearly written from a 
Roman prison (cf. 2 Tim. 1:8, 12; 2:9) 
where Paul was expecting death (4:6). 

Between the first and second impris- 
onments he may have undertaken a 
journey abroad. And in the interven- 
ing interval he probably composed 1 
Timothy, Titus, and perhaps the Epistle 
to the Hebrews. 


Practical Applications 

Can chains bind the heart and will of 
one aflame with devotion to God? 
Never. Is our witness for the Saviour 
dependent on our outward condition? 
As long as we breathe and can speak 
let us testify for Him. 

Cultivate Christian friends. Secular 
acquaintances may be pleasant. But 
what shall a believer give in exchange 
for an Aquila or Priscilla, or a faithful 
Dr. Luke? 

You are getting a bit older, are you? 
Then isn’t it time to rest from serving 
the Lord? Paul called himself “the 
aged” when writing from Rome 
(Philem. 9). Yet he kept as busy and 
effective as ever. At Samson’s death 
thousands perished. Paul’s verbal and 
written testimony during his closing 
years have influenced tens of millions 
for Christ. 


Golden Text 


Rom. 8:37.—“In all these things we 
are more than conquerors through him 
that loved us.” “These things” are the 
seven disasters mentioned in Romans 
8:35: “tribulation, or distress ... oO 
sword?” Study them with care. Then 
reread the Golden Text. The Christ of 
Calvary, who proved His love by dying 
for our sins, is victor forever over any 
affliction with which this sin-cursed 
earth can harass His people. 


Mepia, Pa. 
ye 


' Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God's 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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From the Platform 
. By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsTeD HYMNS 


“when Morning Gilds the Skies” 
“Have Thine Own Way, Lord” 
“Living for Jesus” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, who doest all things well, 
we rejoice that Thou dost work all 
things together for good to those who 
love Thee. Increase our love to Thee as 
we think of the Saviour Thou hast 
given us and all Thy lesser mercies. 
Help us to show our love to Thee in 
Christlike living and in serving Thee as 
we are able. Bless all who love and 
serve Thee near and far and by them 
speed the spread of the Gospel to every 
nation. In this land may true godliness 
more and more abound. Give help and 
comfort to the sick, the sad, and the 
distressed. Give guidance and strength 
for those with the heavy responsibilities 
of high office. To each of us give 
wisdom, strength, and courage for the 
tests and duties of life. Forgive our sins 
and bless us by the lesson study before 
us, for our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Some years ago an 
inspiring book appeared entitled “Over- 
coming Handicaps.” It told striking 
stories of people who did very worth- 





WHAT COULD 
THAT SHOULD ) 
AND WILL 
FOR MY LORD 











while things under heavy handicaps that 
could have discouraged them from at- 
tempting what they did. Such a story 
is before us today. Paul was a prisoner 
at Rome, not in prison, but in his own 
rented quarters, always with a guard 
chained to him. He could not come and 
go as he wished, but three things he 
could do, despite his confinement. 

He could ‘live Christ before the guards 
and all who came into contact with 
him, and this Paul did. He could speak 
of Christ, too, and this he ‘did, inviting 
leading Jews to his house and receiving 
all who came, giving them some word 
to set them seeking the Saviour. It was 
at this time he led a runaway slave to 
Christ, Onesimus, as- we learn from a 
letter Paul wrote to the slave’s master, 
Philemon. Also Paul could write for 
Christ. During this time he wrote his 
prison epistles: Ephesians, Colossians, 
Philippians, and Philemon. Those let- 
ters not only met needs of those to 
whom they were delivered but became 
permanent messages to all later genera- 
tions of Christians through being in- 
cluded in the New Testament. 

So, despite his handicaps, Paul made 
his two years of house imprisonment 
fruitful years, and this should encourage 
all who feel limited in'what they can do 
for Christ. If you cannot do all you 
wish you could, do what you are able 
to do for your Lord. For that and for 
no more God holds you responsible. Be 


} 
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faithful and let your light shine for 

Christ, as you can and where you are. 

Blessing will follow beyond your imag- 

ining. : ; 
Catcary, ALTA, CAN. 
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The Busy Men‘s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


*.. we came to Rome...” (Acts 28: 
16.—The Apostle Paul had a great de- 
sire, extending over many years, to visit 
Rome (Rom. 15:23). That desire was 
gratified, but under circumstances .al- 
together different than he had antici- 
pated when he first began to pray for 
the fulfillment of that desire. 

If the fervent prayers of a special 
apostle were not answered in the exact 
manner he anticipated, those of us who 
love and serve the Lord today must not 
be surprised if the circumstances sur- 
rounding the fulfillment of.our petitions 
are altogether different than expected. 


“ 


I know not by what methods rare, 

But this I know, God answers prayer. 

I know not when He sends the word 

That tells us fervent prayer is heard. 

I know it cometh soon or late; 

Therefore we need to pray and wait. 

I know not if the blessing sought 

Will come in just the guise I thought. 

I leave my prayers with Him alone 

Whose will is wiser than my own. 

—Eliza Hickok 

Paul arrived in Rome “in the days 
when she was under an imperial des- 
potism. The golden days of the republic 
had passed away. Gradually, the dic- 
tators had usurped the power of the 
people, and at that moment the city of 
Rome, and the Empire, were under the 
despotism of an emperor, and of all 
the emperors perhaps in some senses 
the worst. These were days of Nero.... 
Rome at that time was the very center 
of paganism. There is a brief sentence, 
and yet full of suggestiveness in Cony- 
beare and Howson’s account ef Paul’s 
journey, in which it is said, ‘Rome was 
like London with all its miseries, vices# 
and follies exaggerated, 
Christianity’” (Dr. G. Campbell Mor- 
gan). 

“... for the hope of Israel I am bound 
with this chain” (Acts 28:20).—Because 
Paul was “suffered to dwell by himself 
with a soldier that kept him,” he had 
the liberty to call various persons to 
come to him. The first to be called were 
the chief ones among the Jews, to 
whom he explained his arrest and his 
arrival in Rome as a prisoner. 

He made it crystal clear that he had 


“no charge to make against his nation 


and that their charge against him was in 
relation to “the hope of Israel.” Paul 
insisted that that hope was fulfilled in 
Christ—and in a special sense in His 
resurrection from among the dead (26: 
6-8). 

The Jewish chiefs hastened to inform 
him that they had not received any 
information against him, but that they 
had heard about the sect of Christianity, 
and they would like to have his opinion 
about it, because (as they said) “we 
know that every where it is spoken 
against.” 


and without - 





Why was Christianity spoken against? 
Probably because it makes everything 
of Christ and nothing of man. The 
things of the Spirit of God are foolish- 
ness to the natural man (1 Cor. 2:14). 
“Because the carnal mind is enmity 
against God: for it is not subject to the 
law of God, neither indeed can _ be’ 
(Rom. 8:7). : 

Man does not want to be told that he 
is a guilty sinner, exposed to the just 
judgment of God; and that he cannot 
by any means of his own save himself. 
The doctrine of salvation by grace 
through faith, without works never was 
and never will be popular, but we thank 
God for the persons who come to an 
end of themselves and place personal 
faith in the Saviour. 

If you were to listen to a French 
sergeant drilling his troops, you would 
hear him say, “Convertez!” (right about 
face). Suppose one of the soldiers said 
to the sergeant, “I don’t believe in 
sudden conversions, could we not do it 
gradually?” what do you think that 
sergeant would say? 

“ _ . he expounded and testified the 
kingdom of God...” (Acts 28:23). — 
What an all-day talk that was! It is 
quite generally agreed that the great 
need of today is expository preaching. 
To read the Scriptures distinctly and 
give the sense thereof should be every 
preacher’s aim and purpose. 

Paul testified as well as expounded. 
He could tell what he knew personally 
of the Lord and His dealings with him. 
Then he-also labored to persuade those 
Jews of the reality of the things pre- 
sented to them. 

What was the result of the day’s talk? 
“Some believed the things which were 
spoken, and some believed not.” And is 
not that the result of the faithful 
preaching of the Word today? 

“.. the salvation of.God is sent unto 
the Gentiles .. .” (Acts 28:28) —Upon 
their deliberate refusal to believe the 
message, Paul quoted Isaiah 6 to them, 
as the Lord Himself did in Matthew 13. 
The distinct offer to them has ceased for 
the present. The message is now for the 
nations. When the fullness (or harvest) 
of the Gentiles is reached, then the Lord 
will resume special dealings with Israel 
again (Acts 15: 14-17). 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class. 


AY, fellows, this last lesson of the 

series on the Book of Acts is en- 
titled “A Witness in Chains” and deals 
with ‘Paul, the greatest of all the 
apostles, in the closing years of his self- 
sacrificing ministry. Paul’s utter self- 
abandonment and indomitable energy 
and perseverance in continuous wit- 
nessing for Christ, under all sorts of 
difficulties, persecutions,-and hindrances 
is nothing short of amazing. When on 
his way to Jerusalem, where he had 
good reason to know his enemies lay in 
wait to kill him, he told the Ephesian 
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elders, “. . . none of these things move 
me, neither count I my life dear unto 
myself, so that I might finish my course 
with joy, and the ministry, which I 
have received of the Lord Jesus, to 
testify the gospel of the grace of God” 
(Acts 20:24); and he wrote the Philip- 
pians (3:13) “. .. this one thing I do, 
forgetting those things which are be- 
hind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before, I press toward 
the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 

The last two verses in the Book of 
Acts leave us in uncertainty as to Paul’s 
’ physical end. We are told that “... 
. Paul dwelt two whole years in his own 
hired house, and received all that came 
in unto him, preaching the kingdom of 
God, and teaching those things which 
concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all 
confidence, no man forbidding him” (vv. 
30, 31). That may sound easy, but it 
was not. He was bound with two 
chains and guarded day and night by 
a Roman soldier. For some unknown 
reason, though his case was docketed 
for the Roman court, he was not tried. 
Eusebius, a highly regarded theologian 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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and historian, born -and living in Pales- 
tine during the third and fourth cen- 
turies (A.D.) tells us that Paul was 
actually released from prison and al- 


‘lowed to visit again the churches in 


Asia Minor and other points; that he 
even went to Spain and preached there, 
but was ultimately brought back to 
Rome. and beheaded under Nero’s per- 
secution of the Christians. Some schol- 
ars also say that his letters written 
from that later imprisonment strongly 
indicate that he was expecting immi- 
nent martyrdom. 

But, fellows, the word I want to con- 
nect in your minds today with this 
great servant of God is “chains,” _ Paul 
spent many years of his ministry in 
chains, doubtless as many as ten years 
—not even in that long list of afflictions 
given in 2 Corinthians 11:23-28 does he 
mention them. In his letters he fre- 
quently speaks of himself as a “prisoner 
of Jesus Christ” (Eph. 3:1). “I there- 
fore, the prisoner of the Lord” (4:1). 
Once he refers to his chains, in Acts 28: 
20, “. . . because that for the hope of 
Israel I am bound with this chain.” 

Paul was actually glad for his chains, 
(they were the badge of his suffering 
for Christ) though very uncomfortable. 
Think of being bound by them, to the 
ankles or wrists, day and night. Any 
slight movement of the body causes 
the harsh, jangling noise they make. A 
prisoner is never unconscious of them, 
unless asleep, and even then they 
awaken him and remind him that he 
cannot get rid of them. But Paul re- 
joiced in his chains because he was 
wearing them for the sake of the great 
Master of his life, whom he dearly 
loved. 

Now, fellows, I make special mention 
of this because we are all wearing 
chains of some kind—the chains: that 
are linked together by sin, open sin or 
secret sin. A sinful habit can bind us, 
and every time it is yielded to, a new 
link is forged. The victim cannot loose 


wthem; only his master holds the keys. 
- If that master is Satan, the victim will 
die in bondage; but if he turns to the 


real Master, Jesus Christ, who has won 
the victory over Satan, He holds the 
master key that unlocks all bonds, 
moral or spiritual, and gives new life 
and freedom to the poor prisoner who 
has suffered so needlessly by his own 
weakness. 

Then a new bond is formed by Him 
who said, “Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly 
in heart: and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and 
my burden is light” (Matt. 11:29, 30). 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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For .Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 

A Witness in Chains 
(Acts 28:16, 23, 30, 31) 
ROM Genesis to Revelation—can 
you repeat the Books? How many 
stars have you on your bookmarks, 


_ 








showing verses memorized? Will you 


ever shine like a star yourself? Look 
in Daniel 12:3 to see what I mean, 
Look in the margin of your Bible for 
another word for “wise.” It also means 
“teachers.” Have you tried to teach 
anyone about the Lord Jesus to get him 
to be a Christian? Maybe some of us 
may be like tiny, twinkling stars. I 
wonder whom we have read about in 
Acts who might be big, bright stars. 
Peter? Paul? 

To see what good teachers you would 
make, let us see how much you know. 
Here I have a little Ask-It Basket 
which holds some stars (cut from col- 
ored paper). You put in your hand 
and pull out a star., If you can answer 
the question the Ask-It Basket asks 
you, you may keep the star... If not, you 
must put it back in. (Prepare ques- 
tions on the Book of Acts covered in 
the last two quarters or on recent Mem- 
ory Verses, such as: How did the Holy 
Spirit come? What did Peter give a 
lame man instead of money? What 
did Stephen see when he was stoned 
to death? How did Saul [Paul] first 
meet the Lord Jesus? How did Peter 
learn that God would save Gentiles. as 
well as Jews? How did Peter get out 
of prison the night before he was going 
to be killed? Name two ways Paul 
and Barnabas traveled. What did Paul 
and Silas do as they sat in prison in 
the stocks? What happened that made 
a prison warden get saved? Show on 
the map at least three countries where 
Paul traveled. Why did the Jews mob 
Paul in the Temple at Jerusalem? How 
did Paul’s nephew save his life? Who 
almost became a Christian? What verse 
tells how to be saved? Recite Psa. 117.) 

Now let us finish up the story of 
Paul’s life and see if he was still shining 
like a star, turning “many to righteous- 
ness.” Was Paul put in prison in Rome? 
(Acts 28:16. “Suffered” is not as bad 
as it sounds; it means “permitted.”) 
But it would not be very pleasant to 
be chained to a soldier, perhaps a cruel 
one! Just as soon as Paul could arrange 
it, he had the Jews in Rome come to 
his room, and he told them about the 
Lord Jesus, using their Old Testament 
Bible to prove that the Lord Jesus was 


the very one told about there. How 
long a meeting did they have? (v. 23.) 
Did any of them believe? (v. 24.) 


How long was Paul kept waiting for 
his case to be heard in Rome? (v. 30.) 
And he was still preaching and teaching 
to anyone who would come, and many 
came! (read v. 31.) 


There the story ends. Was he killed 
or set free? Why didn’t Luke finish 
the story? I think he wrote all that 
had happened at the time ‘when he 
sent this Book to Theophilus, who 
wanted to know about the Lord Jesus 
and His power (cf. Luke 1:1-4 with 
Acts 1:1, 2). From Paul’s own letters 
and from old writings not in the Bible, 
we learn that Paul was probably set 
free after his trial, traveled around 
more, even to Spain, was imprisoned 
again, and this time he was sentenced 
to die—a brave old soldier of Jesus 
Christ, faithful to the end, happy to 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 














go 
Just 
Let 

‘ | 
whi 
(Ph 









you — 
00k 
ean, | 
for 
eans 
2ach 
him 
f us 





tars, 


ould 
low. 
sket 
col- 
and 
wer 
asks 
you 
1eS- 
| in 
em- 


loly 
hat 








ing 


1e? 
ad 
ae 


uel 
ge 


he 
ant 
yas 
Ww 
3.) 
4.) 
or 
).) 
ng 
ny 


ed 
sh 
at 
he 
ho 
us 





le, 
et 
id 


2d 
us 
to 








go to the Lord and receive his reward. 
Just listen to these words from his last 
Letter: (tread 2 Tim. 4:6-8). 

“I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me,” he also wrote 
(Phil. 4:13, Memory Verse). 

ORONO, MAINE. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday — Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadel pale 5 

A list of the lessons for the year 1960 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
“He Never Will Leave You Alone.”— 

In all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us 
(Rom. 8:37, Golden Text). A poor 
German immigrant.woman sat with her 
children in the waiting room of an 
Eastern station. Another woman on 
her way to a train was struck with the 
poor woman’s look of misery. She 
stopped to speak to her. The German 


woman confided that her husband had ~ 


been buried at sea; she was going to 
Iowa, and it was hard to enter a strange 
land with her babies. The stranger 
had but one moment. She pressed 
some money into the poor creature’s 
hand and said: “Alone! Why Jesus is 
with you! He never will leave you 
alone!” Ten years afterward the woman 
said: “That word gave me coumage for 
the rest of my life. When I was a 
child, I knew the Lord and. loved Him. 
I had forgotten Him. It kept me 
strong and even happy through all fu- 
ture troubles.".—From Tom M. Olson, 
in The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


“He Just Tells Us About Jesus.”— 
But we desire to hear of thee what 
thou thinkest: for as concerning this 
sect, we know that every where it is 
spoken against (Acts 28:22). My 
mother told me about a little mission 
hall in a small town in Northern Ireland. 
When the godly man who started the 
mission first came to the town the two 
churches in that place were for the 
most part worldly, and they opposed the 
new work. They said there was no 
need of it. But there were several 
families in the town who never went 
to church. The man of God quietly 
went about the work he knew he had 
been sent of the Lord to do. He got 
some of the nonchurch folk to attend 
the mission, with their. children, and 
led several of them to Christ. The 
children’s meetings were so well at- 
tended that people began to see that 
although the good man had been “every 
where . . 
with him. 
didn’t “fight back,” 
mean. A little boy hearing of this, 
said, “Oh, Mr.— doesn’t fight; he just 
tells us about Jesus.’_—Sent by Mrs. 
J. Shields, Toronto, Can. 


Nothing But What God Grants.—And 
when they had appointed him a day, 
there came many to him into his lodg- 


They wondered why he 





. Spoken against,” God was. 


when folk were ' 
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ing; to whom he expounded and testi- 
fied the kingdom of God, persuading 
them concerning Jesus, both out of the 
law of Moses, and out of the prophets, 
from morning till evening (Acts 28: 
23). In “Ann of Ava,” the author gives 
a graphic description of the two awful 
years spent by Judson in a Burmese 
prison. “Against this background of 
horrors,” she says, “Mr. Judson’s faith 
in God was like a shining star. Often 


he was heard repeating to himself the © 


words of Madame Guyon: 


No place I seek, but to fulfill, 

In life and death, Thy lovely will; 

No succor in my woes I want 

Except what Thou art pleased to grant. 


—From Earnest Worker. Sent by Mrs. 
A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Where the Choice Must Be Made.— 
And some believed the things which 
were spoken, and some believed not 
(Acts 28:24). Far up in one of the 
secret places of the Alps there lies, 
hidden away, a tiny lake. The path 
by which it ‘is reached does not permit 
a sight of it until one is but a stone's 
throw away. There is a small stream 
which starts at this tiny lake, and as 
it takes its downward course for a few 
yards it is confronted with a large, 
imposing boulder. The small stream 
seems to hesitate here, then divides 
into two, one of which flows into the 
Rhone River and the other into the 
Rhine. Now these two streams which 
part company and flow, one into the 
warm, sunny southern part of Europe 
and the other into cold northern cli- 
mates, represent the two streams of 
life as they flow in diametrically dif- 
ferent directions. Together they rise in 
the hills of Birth, but soon they reach 
the boulder, representing the Cross of 
Christ, and it is here that the choice 
must be made—From the Good :News 
Broadcaster. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Blue Springs, Nebr. 


A Resting Place at the End of the 
Journey.—Paul dwelt ... in his own 
hired house (Acts 28:30). An aging 
man leaned back in his chair and looked 
about the place. Truly, the house was 
rented, but it was his. He had suffered 
greatly on the long road. Behind him 
were nights of hunger and cold. He 
had been battered into unconsciousness 
by stones from a brutal mob. He had 
lain in jail. He had worked hard, 
fighting his way over mountains, des- 
erts, rivers, through great cities, over 
stormy seas. He had been tormented 
with maladies, persecuted by men. Now 
he was sitting in his own house. He had 
his own bed, table, and chair, and his 
few books. He had taken a message to 
the world. He had carried it to the 
stormy Galatians, the crowds of 
Ephesus, to the cultured scholars in 
Athens. Now he was settled in his 
own house. After the tumults, labors, 
sufferings, and persecutions, we find 
him in his quiet living’ room. We feel 
the impact of the gentle words, “Paul 
dwelt two whole years in his own hired 
house.” Is it not a symbol of our own 
lives? Beyond all the trials that be- 


set us, there waits a haven for those 





' 


who bear the cross. There is a quiet 
resting place at the end of the journey. 
Jesus pledged us a Home; and where 
He is there we shall be also—From The 
Expositor. Sent by J. A. Clark, South- 
port, Eng. Prize illustration. 


His First Christian Invitation. — 
Preaching the kingdom of God, and 
teaching those things which concern the 
Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, 
no man forbidding him (Acts 28:31). 
Ambassador Wu Ting Fang was one of 
the most colorful Oriental diplomats 
ever accredited to Washington. He 
came as the representative of the Chi- 
nese Empire and for several years oc- 
cupied that post in this country. When 
he was recalled to China, it was an- 
nounced that he would leave for his na- 
tive land from New York City at a given 
date. Noticing that he would be in the 
metropolis over the Lord’s Day, the 
pastor of the Chinese Church on the 
East side sent him a polite letter in- 
viting him to attend one of their serv- 


.ices on that occasion. The ambassador 


replied at once. In his letter he told 
how, when he first came to America, he. 
had been intensely interested in the 
Christian religion, as he felt that it was 
in some very definite way the real 
source of the enlightened civilization of 
this great country. He said he then 
and there made up his mind that he 
would never refuse an invitation to at- 
tend a Christian service, if it were at all 
possible for him to accept. “I have been 
in this country six years,” he wrote, 
“and yours is the first such invitation 
I have ever received!” What a tragic 
commentary on the indifference of 
Christians to the need of those who 
are strangers to the Gospel! Who can 
weigh aright the guilt of Christians 
who were acquainted with this great 
statesman and never once attempted to 
win him for Christ? Let us all re- 
member the admonition, “Redeeming 
the time [buying up opportunities], 
because the days are evil.”—From “Il- 
lustrations of Bible Truth,” by H. A. 
Ironside. Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, 
Otego, N. Y. 


The Joy of Persecution—And Paul 
dwelt two whole years in his own hired 
house . . . preaching the kingdom of 
God, and teaching those things which 
concern the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 
28:30, 31). For twelve long years Bun- 
yan’s lips were silenced in Bedford 
jail. It was there, however, that he 
did the greatest and best work of his 
life. He wrote the book that has been 
read most, excepting the Bible. Said 
he, “I was at home in prison and I 
sat me down and wrote, and wrote, 
for the joy did make me write!”—From 
Bible Expositor and Illuminator. Sent 
by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


ve 
Dare to trust Him; dare to follow 
Him! And discover that the very forces 
which barred your progress and threat- 
ened your life, at His bidding become 


the materials of which an avenue is 
made to liberty.—F. B. Meyer. 
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THE HERALD SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL SERIES 


the Vacation Bible School material for you 
A new theme—WALKING WITH JESUS 


but the same sound, closely graded, permanent materials. 
The Herald Summer Bible School Series is Christ centered in purpose, Bible centered 
in content, child centered in approach, experience centered in method and evangelistic 


in emphasis. 

» Get your free Herald Summer Bible School Leader’s Guide at your local bookstore or 
write to 
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Christ-centered lessons—easy to teach! 
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to learn purposeful thoughts for the day. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ET us see if we can give from 

memory the questions and answers 
found on the card “God the Father.” 
Good! Next Sunday we will start the 
card called “God the Son.” 

Now let us have the review story, 
“On the Sea and in the Sea.” 

Paul and his companions had reached 
the island of Melita, now called Malta. 
Although the last chapter of Acts con- 
tains only thirty-one verses, it tells of 
Paul at Malta, his journey to Rome, 
and his life in that city. Here are 
questions to answer as we read it: (1) 
Aiter the shipwreck, what island did 
Paul reach? (2) How did the natives 
of the island treat the shipwrecked 
men? (3) How was the weather? (4) 
What did Paul do for the bonfire? (5) 
What -did he do when a viper fastened 
on his hand? (6) Tell two different 
things the barbarians said about Paul. 
(7) Whom did Paul heal first? (8) 
How did -the islanders send Paul away? 
(9) What does this prove about Paul’s 
life on the island? (10) At what three 
cities did Paul’s ship stop? (11) Where 
was Paul able to stay with the “breth- 
ren? seven days? (12) Where did the 
Christians from Rome meet Paul? (13) 
How did Paul feel when he saw them? 
(14) How was Paul situated in Rome? 
(15) How soon did ,he call the chief 
Jews together? (16) Were these Jews 
as prejudiced against Christianity as 
the Jerusalem Jews? - (17) From what 
parts of the Old Testament did Paul 
prove to the Jews that Jesus was their 
Messiah? (18) What was the result of 
this all-day meeting? (19) How did 
Paul spend his time during ‘the two 
years he was a prisoner in Rome? 
(20) What thought gleaned from~ our 
study of the Book of Acts has been the 
greatest help to you? 

Let us consider a few of the points in 
the chapter we have just read. God 
has recorded in His eternal Word that 
the barbarians of Melita showed kind- 
ness to Paul and his companions. Per- 
haps this shows that God notices and 
records the times we, as Christians, 
show kindness to others. 


When the deadly viper came out of 
the fire and fastened on Paul’s hand, 
the islanders thought he must be 
wicked, but when he shook it off and 
suffered no harm, they thought him a 
god! Who remembers when the people 
of Lystra changed their opinion of Paul 
just as drastically? (After Paul healed 
a cripple there, they thought him a god. 
He would not let them worship him. 
When Jews came from Antioch and 
persuaded them that Paul was wicked, 
they stoned him.) You remembered 


‘well! These stories help us realize how 


changeable people can be. It is more 
important to please our unchanging 
God than to please other people. 

Paul and his companions stayed three ° 
days with Publius. When Paul healed 
his father, he was repaid for his hos- 
pitality. Of the two hundred and 
seventy-six shipwrecked men on Malta, 
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Paul the prisoner proved to be the most 
important. -He healed all the sick there 
who came to him for help, and undoubt- 
edly gave them the Gospel. The is- 
landers showed their appreciation by 
giving Paul and his companions both 
honor and useful gifts. 

Three months later they went on to 
Rome. How nice that Paul was able to 
spend a week with the believers in 
Puteoli on his way to Rome! How real 
Christian love is! The believers of 
Rome had never seen Paul, yet when 
they heard of his coming, they walked 
many miles to meet him! How sur- 
prised his guards must have been that 
a prisoner received a welcome to Rome 
such as they could never get! And 
Paul, seeing this proof of ‘Christian love, 
thanked God and took courage. 

Instead of being put into the common 
prison at Rome, Paul was allowed to 
rent a house and live there with a 
guard. Three days after he arrived, 
he called the chief Jews together, tell- 
ing them first that he had done nothing 
to deserve imprisonment, then  arrang- 
ing with them a day when he could 
explain Christianity to them. Many 
came to his home on the appointed day, 
and he spent the entire day showing 
them Old Testament prophecies of the 
Messiah and telling them how Jesus 
fulfilled every one, Some believed and 
others did not, the same as we find 
today. 

Paul lived there two years, spending 
his time teaching and preaching the 
Gospel.' That is all the Book of Acts 
tells us. From other Scriptures we be- 
lieve that he was released for a time 
and later imprisoned again, and then 
martyred for Christ. 

Perhaps God has purposely left the 
Book of Acts unfinished because the 
Acts of the Holy Spirit through the 
followers of Christ are not yet com- 
pleted, and will not be until the Lord 
Jesus takes His church to Heaven. 

Oh, girls, let us allow the Holy Spirit 
to use us in His great work of saving 
souls! 





Note to Teachers: Next quarter we will learn 
the Scripture Catechism Card, ‘God the Son.” 
May be obtained from V. D. Gunderson, Fern- 
dale, Wash., 25c a dozen, postpaid. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


AVE you ever wanted and wanted 

to go to some particular place? 
Maybe you wanted to go to grand- 
mother’s, or to the seashore, or to the 
zoo. You talked about it, you dreamed 
about it, you thought about it over and 
over again. And then, one day, you 
got to that place. Do you remember 
how excited you were? And do you 
remember how you talked about it 
when you got home? You had, oh, so 
much to tell! How excitedly happy 


you were to have been to the place to 
which you had so wanted to go. 

If you have had something like that 
happen to you, you can guess how 
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happy Missionary Paul was in the very 
long ago. God had used Paul to preach 
His message to many, many people in 
many large places. There was one place, 


however, to which Paul longed to go 


more than any other place. That was 
the great and wonderful city of Rome. 
It was not because of the city’s great- 
ness that Paul wanted to go there. He 
had only one purpose in mind. He 
longed to preach the Gospel to the 
Roman people. Paul knew that if they 
did not hear the Gospel, they could not 
receive the Lord Jesus Christ as Sav- 
iour. So he knew that they would 
spend forever and ever separated from 
God. Nothing could be worse. That is 


why Paul wanted with all his heart to 
get to Rome. e 

God loves to give to His children the 
desires of their hearts. But Paul was a 
prisoner. How could he ever get to 
Rome? He himself may have won- 
dered about that many times. But God 
has His own ways. He saw to it that 
Paul was taken by boat, right to Rome. 
And here is a surprise. Instead of be- 
ing put into a regular jail, Paul was 
allowed to rent a house and live in it. 
It is true that there were guards to see 
to it that he didn’t get away. But he 
was allowed to have visitors any time 
and all the time! God loves to give 
good gifts to His children. 
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GAIN AN INCOME FOR YOURSELF 


You can immortalize your money through a Salvation Army Annuity which will help 
others less fortunate and give financial security to yourself or a loved one. The spiritual 
and humanitarian work of The Salvation Army has long since been a vital influence in 
turning souls to Christ, healing the sick, mending the brokenhearted, and caring for 


little children. 
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THE LORD IS WORKING 
nw HOLY LAND 





Rev. Sean estou, Pennie and Sion 
Director, with two of our orphans 


Our obligations to needy children increase. 


Conditions there are the Lord’s challenge 
for your cooperation, prayers and help. 
“WHO WILL BE THE LORD’S HELP- 
ING HANDS?” 
HEADQUARTERS: 
The American European Bethel Mission, Inc. 
252 WN. Dillon St., Dept. ST, Los Angeles 26, California 
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$25,006 perience with distributing the 
Bi-Lingual Testaments gives evi- 
dence that the Lord is mightily using them 
in the salvation of Jews. An immediate 
start should be made. Will you help? 


Bi-Lingual Testaments are being made 
available for distribution to all worthy Jew- 
ish missions in the world. They have al- 
ready gone into 70 different countries. This 
is one of the many missionary interests 
and activities of our Board. Write today for 
your free copy of our magazine, THE EVER- 
LASTING NATION, for the story of our 
world-wide ministry on four continents. 












Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, President 
Dr. Robert G. Lee, 

Chairman Advisory Board, world 
renowned minister and author 


INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF 
JEWISH MISSIONS, INC. 
Box 1256, Atlanta 1, Georgia 
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During his prisoner days in Rome, 
Paul wrote wonderful letters—some of 
which we still have in our Bibles. As 
he looked out of the windows, Paul 
must have been able to have seen many 
things. Perhaps he saw the shining 
temples in which were false, make- 
believe gods. But he never said any- 
thing in his letters about what sights 
he saw. The only things in which he 
was interested were the souls of the 
men and women and boys and girls 
who lived in that city. Oh, how many 
of them there were!: Hundreds and 
hundreds and thousands and thousands 
of people who knew nothing of the 
Saviour, Christ the Lord. If only he 
could get out to them. 

But Paul. was a prisoner. He could 
not get out. Do you suppose he sat and 
cried about that? Indeed, he did not! 
He prayed and prayed. He spoke to 
his guard about the Saviour. He sent 
word to the chief Jews to come see him. 
They came at once, and in no time at 
all, Paul was talking to them about the 
Saviour. Later great crowds came and 
he preached. to them from morning 
until evening, the Bible tells us (Acts 
28:23). He explained to them that God 
is the ruler of all the world. Sadly, 
however, he explained, men and women 
and boys and girls are not following 
God. Instead they are following Satan, 
who likes to deceive people, making 
them think that they do not need God 
or His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Using verses of Scripture from the 
Old Testament—verses with which the 
Jewish people of Rome were entirely 
familiar—Paul showed them that they 








This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 206) 


1. He was chained to a Roman soldier 
(Acts 28: 16). 

2. Roman officials, after examining 
him, fottnd no cause of death in him 
(v. 18). 

3. Palestinian Jews “spake against 
it,” ie, his acquittal, and thus con- 
tinued to be a source of danger to him 
(v. 19). 

4. The “kingdom of God” and “con- 
cerning Jesus” (vv. 23, 31). 

5. Three of the following: Aquila, 
Priscilla, Mark, Luke, Aristarchus. 

6. The “hope of Israel” (v. 20), ie., 
the coming of the Hebrew Messiah- 
King, the Son of God; His resurrection 
and that of believers in Him. 

7. The words of the Holy Spirit 
through Isaiah predicting such unbelief 
(vv. 25-27). 

8. It fell out “unto the furtherance 
of the gospel” (Phil. 1:12). 

9. “That with all boldness” he might 
speak, that “Christ shall be magnified 
in my body ... by life, or by death” 
(v. 20). 

10. Tychicus, a faithful messenger, 
and Onesimus, a slave from Colosse 
(Col. 4:7-9). : 

MepiA, Pa. B 


should turn for forgiveness to the Son 
of God. Some, I am happy to say, 
believed his message and received the 
Saviour. But others, sadly enough, did 
not believe. 

Paul had his wish. He wanted to 
preach at Rome. God gave him what 
he wanted for more than two whole 
years! He preached and men and 
women and boys and girls were born 
into the family of God. Not long after 
that, Paul went to Heaven. How happy 
he was to see the living Lord! How 
glad he was that he had served Him 
faithfully! Will you be glad when you 
see Him—glad because you have served 
Him faithfully? 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
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At the Feet of Christ 
(Continued from page 200) «¢ 


we can be certain of receiving His 
pardon for all our sins and His loving 
acceptance of us as His own, whom He 
has purchased at the cost of His own 
life. We then need to wait humbly 
before Him so that He, as our Lord, 
may direct our lives, making of us what 
He desires, so that we may be well 
pleasing in all things unto Him, fulfill- 
ing His purposes and reflecting the 
glory of: His likeness in us, to the 
praise of His name and to the blessing 
of others. 

Many are unwilling to humble them- 
selves before Him, but it is absolutely 
necessary if He is to possess us, control 
us, transform us, and make use of us. 
In that and that alone lies the secret 
of Paul’s life, and of any life that is 
truly blessed of God. It would be a 
splendid thing for each one of us, 
quietly and reverently, to ask these 
two questions, “Who art Thou, Lord?” 
and “Lord, what wilt Thou have me 
to do?” If you will ask them while 
prostrate at His feet in spirit, you can 
be sure that He will give you the an- 
swers, and a new blessing and power 
will come into your life as the result. 

Have you ever been at the feet of 
Jesus Christ-in humble confession? It 
will mean confession of your sins and 
of your unworthiness, so that they may 
be forgiven. It will also mean confes- 
sion of Him as Lord of all and as your 
Lord and your Saviour. Then, and not 
till then, have you any reason to ex- 
pect that the Lord can or. will use you 
in His service. No commission will be 
given to any who have not first ex- 
pressed their faith in Him by a humble 
confession. 

Prayer: Our Lord and Master, teach 
us we pray, to learn what it is to be at 
Thy feet, t8 be humble and quiet be- 
fore Thee, that we may be ready to 
make confession. of our sins and of 
Thee to others as our Lord, and thus 
may be made fit to receive that guid- 
ance from Thee that we must have if 
our lives are to count for Thy glory. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, we ask 
it. Amen. 

(To be continued) 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, March 27 


4. Showers of Blessing 
(Ezek. 34:25-31) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
OT all March winds are blustery, 
or sharp and biting, or destructive. 
Some are gentle and warm and refresh- 
ing. And so, keeping to the theme for 
this month in which March winds are 
likened to individuals, we are to con- 
sider for this last meeting of the month 
those persons who have good influence 
and who bring a blessing to others. 


we 


The Scripture text chosen to identify 
winds of blessing speaks primarily of 
the time,of restoration that will follow 
the Lord Jesus’ return to this earth, 
when He will rule His people, Israel, 
righteously and impartially. Psalm 72 
also speaks of this time and says that 
“he shall come down like rain upon 
the mown grass: as showers that water 
the earth” (v. 6). -However, the bless- 
ings of the Lord’s personal reign will 
be felt, not only by restored Israel but 
by the whole earth, as shown by the 
Lord’s statement in Matthew 8:11 and 
Luke 13:29, “And I say unto you, that 
many shall come from the east and 
west, and shall sit down with Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom 
of heaven.” 


Me 


But, meanwhile, while the Lord tar- 
ries, His followers are to be showers 
of blessing as they carry the Gospel 
message to the needy world. “Now 
then we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God.did beseech you by us: we 
pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye rec- 
onciled to God” (2 Cor. 5:20). 

we 

Like Paul, those whom God has re- 
‘deemed are to be the instruments 
through which spiritually blind eyes are 
to be opened and by whom men are 


_ to be turned “from darkness to light, 


and from the power of Satan unto 
God, that they may receive forgive- 
ness of sins” (Acts 26:18). 
4 

Here is the great mission of believers 
in this present time. What are you 
doing, as an individual, and what is 
your group doing to discharge this re- 
sponsibility? We cannot all go to Africa, 
or to Asia, or to South America, or to 
islands of the sea with the Good News, 


but we all can speak to the one who - 


Sits beside us in school, or who works 
beside us in the office or shop. We 
can go to needy areas in the town in 
which we live, or to neighboring towns 
with evangelistic meetings, with posters, 
and by all means within our power 
endeavor to bring some to Christ. We 
can pray in faith believing for those 
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LOOK AT THIS BOY 


THEN and NOW 


<— it Was Winter 


SUNG DONG KIM was one of the 
many Korean orphans sleeping out- 
doors on the coldest nights. When we 
found him he was nearly dead from 
starvation and both feet were frozen 
and black. Amputation was unavoid- 
able. This and loving care saved his life. 
Other homeless waifs equally pitiful 
need shelter and care. Will you “adopt” 
such an orphan today? 


Then Came Summer —> 7, 


After several months in the infirmary of our orphans’ 
home he had gained weight and his stumps were nearly 
healed. However, blood: oozed out of them when Mr. 
Swanson asked him to move them. Without Christian 
love and care this boy would have been forced to drag 
himself about or improvise a little wheeled‘cart so that 
he could keep on begging and maybe starving and-freezing 
again. 









< Late Summer 


The amputee center headed 
by Dr. Reuben R. Torrey, Jr., 
fitte¢ Sung Dong with these 
fine artificial limbs. Hope 
springs up in his young heart. 
Love has had a way. And 
with patience and practice 
young Sung Dong will learn 
to walk again without crutch- 
es or canes. Thus he will face 
life with fresh hope. Who 
knows but that he may grow 
up to be a Christian leader. 


‘leok at Him NOW —> 


Here Sung Dong stands alone 
once more. He has learned to 
manipulate his artificial legs and 
walks confidently. But he will 
need much help as he starts 
school, learns daily more of 
Christ and His love. Some day he may be a preacher and a 
missionary and win many for his Lord. Won’t you sponsor 
some other orphan equally needy? 


This boy is now No. 123 in our New Life Boys’ and Girls’ 
Home in Taegu, Korea. He is assured of all his physical, 
material and spiritual needs. But there are many, OH SO 
MANY, others who need to be gathered in before they starve, 
freeze or die of TB this winter. Will you become a sponsor 
for one? You can for only $8 a month—just 26 pennies a 
day. You or your church, your Sunday School, Ladies Group, 
Bible Class, Junior Church, etc. will be thrilled by such a 
project! Please pray about it! 


ESEA supports over -3000 Korean orphans, war widows and 
lepers’ children in 42 Homes. Every one is a true Christian 
institution. (True Bible believers. ) 


THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
4848 North Leonard Drive Chicago 31, Illinois 
eae oem ber tae ate sug CLIP AND’ MAIL COUPON TODAY 7733333" 


0) YES, I want to sponsor a [] boy ( girl for one year. With God’s help I will send $8 a | 
month. Please send me my child’s name, picture, address and story. I understand I may continue 
as long as I wish, SEND FULL PARTICULARS. 


0 I cannot “adopt” a child but want to help by giving $.............. 00. ccc eccecceecetacs 
0 Please send me further information. 





GE. oS ina alde Cee cntevaeceesadeeteaeeeeanmet TONG i. Te te cctive ds cece tie 
Gifts of any amount are welcome and as well as sponsorings are income tax deductible. 


THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. ¢.Norfictt 


Dept. ST-3 4848 North Leonard Drive, Chicago 31, Illinois Telephone: GLadstone 6-6181 a 
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who can go to the uttermost parts, and 
we can see to it that our gifts help to 
support those who hold forth a living 
Christ who is able to save to the utter- 
most all who come to Him. 


se 


In thinking of showers of blessing that 
Christians may bring to the needy 
world, we should not forget the séc- 
ondary results of the Gospel message. 











WINDSHIELD STICKERS © 


In time of prevailing wickedness and error, it is 
your Christian duty to make a public avowal of 
your faith and allegiance to Christ. Carry wind- 
shield stickers on your automobile. ‘Jesus Never 
Fails’; ‘“‘Ye Must Be Born Again.” Free. Send 
a self-addressed, stamped envelope to Atlanta 
Testament League, P.O. Box 425, Atlanta 1, 
Georgia. 











Wherever true messengers of the Cross 
have gone, relief of the sick and suf- 
fering, children’s homes, hospitals, 
homes for the aged, and the like have 
followed. These cannot and should not 
be substituted for the message of sal- 
vation through Christ, which is the basic 
and primary need of any people: They 
can, and should, accompany and en- 
hance the showers of blessing that the 
Gospel message brings, and they can 
be a means through which the message 
of salvation may reach hearts and lives 
otherwise closed to the Gospel. 


PHILADELPHIA. 








Readers of the Times are constantly 
profiting by the regular reading of its 
advertising columns. Are you using this 
source of information? 





Tl) GLa ai 


By Dr. Keith L. Brooks 


This amazing series of 23 titles uncovers 


the pure gold of Scripture teaching. Try this simple, 
proved system in your school or claes or personal 


devotions. Searching questions are answered 


by Bible verses to be written in. This question 


and answer method has proved equally 


helpful to new converts as well as Bible scholars. 


Words Which Are Spirit and Life 


These Study Aids hold rigidly to one principle—it is 
”—-that brings 
results. They contend for the full authority of the Book. 
It is this that has caused them to be translated and re- 
produced in the mission fields of the world and that : 


God’s Word, “quick and powerf 


has kept them in ever-growing demand. 


Order Today! Complete Book List FREE on request. 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC. 


Los Angeles 41, Calif. 


Dept. T Box 41198 


Check titles wanted and mail to 


your bookstore or direct. 
5 “BEGINNER” COURSES 
O Basic BibleWork . .... .30¢ 
O Heart of John’s Gospel . . . . 25¢ 
O Junior Bible Work ..... 35c 
Oo tian Character. . . . . . 30c 
©) Prayer Course . . 2 2 2 e Oc 





O Prophetic Research ..... 75c 
Oo a ° 60c 
Oo ote ee to ae 
O Gospel ofMark ....... S50c 
O Gospelofluke ....... Sc 
0 Son of God” 75c 
C) BOGOR OR AGS « «0 sw ce 75c 
O ea ae ic 
0 and Colossians (one) . SOc 
(} 2 apd 2 bs. oe 8 0 tk 35c 
sy 3 re eee 25c 
Ly SENG & cose 8 es «. - 80c 
O) Galatians and Philippians(one) . SOc 
O First Corinthians ...... 7Sc 

Thessalonians. ......-. 35c 
O ae e eh eee teh ede joo 4 35c 
O Book of Revelation . ... . 75c 
O Creation Studies. ...... 35c 








TEACH YOUR VACATION | 
BIBLE SCHOOL PUPILS 


THE .TRUTH THAT 
MATTERS MOST 


OUR REDEEMER 


New All-Bible Series for Beginners 
through Teens Uniformly Adapted 







OUR REDEEMER 
OUR NEED OF 





Series | 









New Testaments. 


Write today for 
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All three series are part of a 5-year VBS course teaching 
the plan of redemption to young minds and hearts. The 
10 lessons in each series are taken from both Old and 


Instruction material includes director's manual, teachers’ 
guides, pupils’ workbooks. Visual aids include 2 flannel- 
~~ missionary stories and 2 flash card stories in color, 
4 cards each). Especially geared for the smaller school, 
with small budget, limited equipment and staff. 


A complete a for a successful Vacation Bible School. 
escriptive literature and order form. ~ 


, AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNIO 
[1816 CHESTNUT ST.. DEPT. SVo PHILADELPHIA. 3.. PENNSYLV 


A REDEEMER 


STRENGTH AND 
POWER 


FAITH AND 
COURAGE 





Series Il 








Series ill 











SUPPLIERS OF RELIGIOUS 
MATERIAL TO SUNDAY ~ 
SCHOOLS FOR OVER 
A CENTURY © 







Children at Home 


A Job for Judy and Diane 
By Hazel Matchinsky 


NE day Judy and her best friend, 
Sally, were busy playing with their 
dolls on a blanket under the.big, back- 
yard maple tree.‘ The doll clothes were 
spread over the entire blanket. The 
two girls were letting their imagina- 
tions run wild as they dressed and re- 
dressed the dolls. They were floating 
high on the cloud of make-believe—far 
from the blanket in the back yard of 
Judy’s home. 

“Judy,” her mother called, “will you 
come and play on the back porch? I 
have to go to the store. It’s so much 
easier for me if I can leave Chuckie at 
home.” 

“Oh, Mother,” Judy called back, mak- 
ing a quick return to the world of 
reality, “do I have to? We're having 
so much fun here!” 

“Bring your things on the porch. 
You can have just as much fun here,” 
her mother answered. “Chuckie is tak- 
ing a nap, he won’t bother you.” 

Judy and Sally gathered up their dolls 
and their doll clothes. Judy grumbled 
about little brothers all the way to the 
house. What a nuisance they were, 
she thought! Once they were on the 
porch they had as much fun as they 
had had under the maple tree. The 
little ants that had annoyed them were 
missing now. Chuckie was still asleep 
when Judy’s mother returned. He had 
been no trouble at all. 

“I think Chuckie is so cute,” Sally 
told* Judy. “I wish I had a little 
brother. I get so lonesome being the 
only child in the family.” 

“You wouldn’t think he was so cute 
if you had to take care of him. Be- 
sides that he gets into my things. And 
when I sit down to relax, there he is, 
climbing all over me.” Judy grumbled. 

“Why Judy, how you talk!” Sally was 
amazed. “Jesus gave you such a sweet 
little brother, I’m sure He wants you 
to love and take care of him.” 

“Oh, I love Chuckie all right,” an- 
swered Judy lightly, “but he’s such 
little pest.” ' 

The next morning Mother was busy 
straightening up the house, baking some 
fancy pastries, and taking care of some 
last-minute details for a committee 
meeting she was having in. her home. 
Chuckie was quietly amusing himself 
in the back yard. His mother caught a 
glimpse of his red jacket and cap every 
once in awhile. 

Suddenly the door burst open. The 
kitchen entrance seemed almost like 


the path of a hurricane as her other 


daughter, Diane, dashed in. 

“Did you see what Chuckie had out 
there?” she asked her mother with a 
decided tone of disgust in her voice. 

“No, I didn’t notice,” her mother 
calmly replied. This was not her first 
experience with these outbursts. 

“He had my new baton in the back 
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yard.” Diane was almost shouting with 


anger. 
“Diane, Diane, calm down,” her 
mother said soothingly. “I know 


Chuckie must learn to let your things 
alone, but I also know a little girl who 
has been a wee bit selfish lately.” 

“But why does he always have to get 
into my things?” complained Diane. 


“Why don’t you try sharing a few 


things and a little of your time with 
him instead of always snatching from 
him. Don’t you think that love and 
unselfishness’ are far more important 
than keeping your baton for yourself?” 
her mother asked. 

“Oh, I suppose so,” answered Diane. 
And after going to her room to return 
her baton, she thought the whole thing 
over and decided to go out to play 
with her brother. 

Sunday morning as the family was 
eating breakfast, mother said she had 
a surprise. 

“What is it? What is it?” eagerly 
asked Judy and Diane. 

“Chuckie is going to Sunday school 
today,” she said. 

“Oh, goody! Let me take him,” Judy 
offered willingly. 

“No, please let me take him, I want 
to take him,” teased Diane. 

Their mother and -father grinned at 
each other. 

“Well, I'll tell you what we'll do,” 
suggested Mother. “Chuckie has two 
hands, you can each take one. That 
way both of you can bring him to his 
Sunday school class.” 

As the three were walking hand in 
hand, their faces were beaming with 
love and happiness. 

Chuckie’s two sisters were pleased that 
their little brother was now old enough 
to go to Sunday school, to hear stories 
and sing songs about Jesus. As he 
gripped their hands with confidence, 
Judy thought how wonderful it was to 
have a little brother to take care of, 
and Diane was glad that she had a little 
brother to share with. They knew that 
through helping Chuckie they were do- 
ing their bit to serve their Lord and 
Saviour. 


HOLLAND, MIcH. 


Reprints of J. Edgar Hoover's 
Sunday School Article 


IMES readers will remember the 
excellent article, “The Role of the 
Sunday School,” published in the Tres, 
February 23, 1957, in which John Edgar 
Hoover, Director of the F.B.1., told why 
the Sunday school is needed today. 
This is available in reprint form and 
is suitable for neighborhood distribu- 
tion in membership drives, or in prep- 
aration for Rally Day or other special 
occasions. It is a message also suitable 
for pupils to take home to parents. 
The reprints are on a single sheet, 
8% x 11 inches, with ample space on the 
reverse side for the imprint of your 
church or Sunday school and an invita- 
tion to your services. The modest cost 
makes possible a wide distribution. 
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ee. tight in the 
heart of 
metropolitan 
Chicago 


near Lake Michigan 
ees only eight blocks 
* ‘from Chicago's 
famous loop... 
close to many of the 


city's cultural centers. 


And in your 
spare time, there will 
be opportunities for 
sight-seeing tours and 
browsing around 
at points of interest. 







... combining relaxation 
with hours of rich, inspiring 


TWO THREE-WEEK SESSIONS! 
June 20 to July 8 * July 11 to 29 


Yours to enjoy ... an interesting and surprisingly inex- 
pensive Vacation . . . plus three or six weeks of practical, 
concentrated study of the Bible and related subjects, including 
Sacred Music, Christian Education and Missions, 


Courses of study have been planned and designed especially 
for students, teachers, office workers, pastors, missionaries and 
busy Christians from all walks of life . . . providing the same 
study opportunities as Moody: Day School, but in a shorter 
period. 

Participation in Christian work assignments is optional, but 
students are encouraged to take full advantage of the same 
practical work opportunities that have made Moody train- 
ing famous. 


Then, too, you’ll have fellowship with Christians from almost 
all Protestant denominations, x 


TUITION IS FREE! Room and board as low’as $20 a week. Your 
only other expense is the student benefit fee of $3.50 per 
session (this covers health service and post office) and what- 
ever you pay for music lessons, 


Yes, you can live in Chicago and attend MBI Summer 
School for only $20 a week—even in 1960! A wonderful oppor- 
tunity—don’t pass it up! 


MORE THAN 40 ACCREDITED SUBJECTS! 
Faculty includes outstanding Bible teachers, Christian edu- 
cators and gospel musicians, with more than 40 accredited 
subjects being offered. 

This year’s sessions will include studies in a wide range of 
Bible subjects and feature workshops in Christian Education, 


Moody Bible Institute 


Missionary Literature, Church Music, Audio-Visuals, and a 
seminar for Deans of Women. 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL * EVANGELICAL 
Dept. S-0-343 


Dr. William Culbertson, president +» Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, dean 
820 N. LaSalle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 


Please send me Summer 
School folder, catalog 


Name 


Address. 








and application blanks. 


City. 
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Westmins 


Theological 


IS IT true that the Old Testament is 
irrelevant for contemperary preaching? 


Edward J. Young, Professor of Old Testa- 
ment at Westminster replies: Christianity és 


rooted in history. The Old Testament is 
preparatory to the New and both are 
essential parts of God's revelation. He 
who does not know Moses and the 
Prophets cannot preach Christ. 


Professor Young is one of a company of 
distinguished scholars who compose the 
faculty of Westminster., Qualified stu- 
dents of many denominations’ receive a 
unified course of study designed to pre- 
pare them for a ministry relevant to our 
day and faithful to the infallible Word 
of God. 

Courses leading to the B.D., Tb.M., and 
Th.D. degrees are offered. 


EDWARD J. YOUNG 











For Catalogue write, 
Director of Admissions 
WESTMINSTER 

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Chestnut Hill, 

Philadelphia 18, Pennsylvania 











Copies may be had, postpaid, at 3 
cents each; 25 cents a dozen; $1.50 a 
hundred; $6 for five hundred; or $10 
a thousand. Address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5. 


vg 


With the New Books 





Ezcept as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





The Last. Twelve Verses of the Gos- 
pel According to Mark. By John W. 
Burgon. (The Sovereign Grace Book 
Club, 1124 §S. E. First St., Evansville, 
Ind., $5.95.) This volume, first pub- 
lished in 1871 and now reprinted, is a 
little known classic upon the highly 
controversial question of the last twelve 
verses of Mark. 

John W. Burgon was a great textual 
scholar of the late 19th century, in 
many respects the leading opponent of 
Drs. Westcott and Hort. In all his writ- 
ings he consistently held to what he 
called the traditional text of the Holy 
Scriptures, contending that the type of 
text contained in the great majority 
of the manuscripts (called by Westcott 
and Hort “Syrian” and by modern 
scholars “Byzantine”) ‘is closest to the 
original text of the New Testament. 

Dean Burgon argues effectively for 
the genuineness of the last twelve verses 
of Mark from the manuscripts them- 
selves, from the early versions, from 
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the testimony of the Fathers, and from 
the lectionaries of the early church. 
He adds corroborative evidence from 
the passage itself, much in the manner 
in which Dr. John A. Broadus did in 
this country, although the two wrote 
independently. 

Dr. F. H.-A. Scrivener’s description 
of the original edition of the book is 
apt: “Dean Burgon’s brilliant mono- 
graph has thrown a stream of light 
upon the controversy (over Mark 16: 
9-16), nor does the joyous tone of his 
book misbecome one who is conscious 
of having triumphantly maintained a 
cause which is very precious to him. 
We may fairly say that his conclusions 
have in no essential point been shaken 
by the elaborate and very able coun- 
terplea of Dr. Hort.” 

The present reviewer has long main- 
tained that the arguments of Burgon 
and Scrivener and their colleagues have 
not been examined seriously enough by. 
later generations. Dr. Edward F. Hills, 
who edited the present edition and 
wrote an able introduction to it, has 
sketched the development of the argu- 
ments up to the present day. Both 
Burgon in his day and Hills in the 
present time hold t¥e verbal inspiration 
of the Scriptures and the essential in- 
tegrity and preservation of the text. 
They do not contend for the perfection 
of the Textus Receptus by any means, 
but believe that God has preserved the 
Text of His Word in the great con- 
sensus of manuscripts preserved 
through the centuries rather than in 
the small handful of ancient uncial doc- 
uments that Westcott and Hort called 
neutral but which modern scholars clas- 
sify generally as Alexandrian. 

This is admittedly a highly technical 
question, but one which in some meas- 
ure affects the life of every Chris- 
tian. Burgon’s arguments are logical, 


thorough, and devastating to his op- 
position. His belief in the complete 
genuineness of Mark 16:9-16 seems to 
this reviewer to be absolutely vindi- 
cated. Dr. Hills and the Sovereign 
Grace Book Club are to be commended 
for republishing this “ powerful work, 
one which incidentally the reviewer has 
been hoping to see for the last twenty 
years, having read much about it in 
other literature of the period. “The 
Last Twelve Verses of Mark” was the 
work that set Burgon well on the way 
to becoming a leading textual critic in 
his day. His later work, “The Revision 
Revised,” and the posthumously pub- 
lished “Traditional Text of the Holy 
Gospels” and “Causes of Corruption in 
the Traditional Text,” edited by Ed- 
ward Miller, have added a legacy that 
has been neglected to the detriment of 
all Bible-believing Christians. of 
course, if Burgon is correct, and the 
reviewer believes that he is, as does 
Dr. Hills, then the King James Version 
is still closer to the original text of 
Scripture than the various modern 
translations that have been made from 
the Westcott-Hort type of text. Dr. 
Hills, the editor of the present edition, 
has ably defended this view in his re- 
cent book “The King James Version 
Defended.” If New Testament textual 
criticism took a wrong turn with Gries- 
bach, Lachmann, Tischendorf, Tregelles, 
and Westcott and Hort, as Burgon and 
many others with him sincerely be- 
lieved, then the present generation 
may have to retrace steps and start 
anew toward an accurate - science of 
New Testament textual criticism. Dr. 
Hills seems to be one man who is at- 
tempting this. May the number in- 
crease. 


Practical Junior Chureh Programs. By 
Bess A. Olson. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $1, paper.) Ex- 
cellent programs worked out in every 
detail, very practical and suited for the 
Junior Department, make this book a 
veritable treasure for the worker with 
childrén and young people. With bright, 
warm, loving interest in children of the 
Junior age, and with rare aptness in 
teaching the precious truths of God’s 
Word as it is related to human lives, the 
author has made one of the most at- 
tractive books of its kind. The opening 
chapter, “To Those Who Work With 
Juniors,” is brief, bright, and practical. 
Each chapter follows a suggested out- 
line: preparation; suggested hymns; 
opening prayer; Scripture; and offering 
prayer. Then follows a devotional mes- 
sage, rich in excellent story material, 
Scriptural, missionary, and biographical. 
Some chapters offer also visual aid. It 
is doubtful if any book of its kind car- 
ries more of warm, loving helpfulness 
for children and young people. 


B. W. Newton and Dr. S. P. Tregelles, 
Teachers of the Faith and the Future. 
Edited by George H. Fromow. (The 
Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony, 
London, 10/6.) This delightful book is 
filled with many good things, although 
the twenty-six chapters do not always 
show the unity of a well arranged and 
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unified volume. The work is at once a 
biography of two saints of the past 
century, an apology for the course of 
their ecclesiastical life, and a defense 
of their leaving the fellowship of the 
Brethren, and a setting forth of eschato- 
logical views that are broadly premil- 
lennial and posttribulational in char- 
acter. Much of the material comes 
from the published writings of the men 
themselves. Tregelles, better known in 
scholarly circles, was one of the fore- 
most textual critics of the past century. 
Yet his interests extended also to in- 
terpretation of the Bible, and he was 
active in evangelism and Bible teach- 
ing. ‘Newton deserves to be known 
better, and it is to be hoped that this 
volume will serve that purpose. How- 
ever one may interpret the Scriptures, 
he will be edified by reading this book. 


Two Great Events. By Hubert J. 
Dance. (Comet Press Books, 200 Varick 
St., New York 14; $4.) The first and 
second advents of the Lord Jesus Christ 
are carefully and reverently portrayed 
with extensive Biblical quotations writ- 
ten out in the text. The Second Coming 
occupies over 85 per cent of the book, 
with divisions made as to its prophecies, 
signs, certainty, and imminence. The 
bearing of contemporary’ history upon 
this great event is skillfully woven into 
the presentation. This adds much in- 
terest and freshness to the book. Mr. 
Dance notes that “the horrors now lurk- 
ing on the earth’s horizon are so fright- 
ening that Modernist thinkers are like 
men whistling in the dark to keep up 
their courage.* Instead of evolution 
they are compelled to consider the pos- 
sibility of dissolution. . .. They are 
beginning to long for a supernatural 
intervention which they once lightly dis- 
carded.” Of this supernatural inter- 
vention the writer is both convinced 
and convincing. The King James Ver- 
sion is used throughout, and ‘the author 
makes plain his disapproval of the Re- 
vised Standard Version. 


We Pioneered in Portuguese East 
Africa. By Clara Evans Keys. (Ex- 
position Press, Inc., 386 Fourth Ave., 
New York 16; $3.) This is the story 
of a lifetime of devoted missionary 
service in Mozambique. The author and 
her husband, Methodist missionaries, be- 
gan their work in Africa in 1909. Mrs. 
Keys writes interestingly of their 
varied labors as teachers, engineers, 
builders, farmers, and healers in addi- 
tion to the usual spiritual ministries 
rendered. The book is composed of 
twenty-three short chapters, each in 
the form of a letter addressed to “My 
dear Harmony,” who is Mrs. Keys’s 
granddaughter. A final chapter. is a 
tribute to Mr. Keys, written by the 
Rev. Julian S. Rea. A book for young 
people to read, it unfortunately is over- 
priced at three dollars for less than 
ninety pages. 


Thank You, God. By Mildred 
Speakes Edwards. . (The Warner Press, 
Anderson, Ind., 75 cents, board.) The 
brief but real thoughts and medita- 
tions of a young boy are here recorded, 
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THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS, an unchang- 
ing rock in a fast-changing world, is 
the theme of this year’s brand new 
VBS course from Standard. Interprets 
Christ’s words in today’s language, 
teaches girls and boys that His word 
and other Biblical teachings are as 
vital to living today as they have been 
throughout the centuries. Consists of 
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A DEVASTATING INDICTMENT, FULLY DOCUMENTED! 


Why Do Some Clergymen Promote Communist Causes ? 


Here Is The Answer. 


COLLECTIVISM IN: THE CHURCHES 


by 
Epcar C. Bunpy 


“Without hesitancy, Dr. Bundy calls 

names of Council leaders whom he 

charges with Communist propagan- 

da. The book contains a great deal 

of documentation to support the 
charges.” 

Dr..J. M. Crowe, 

Sunpay ScHOOL Boarp, 

The Southern Baptist Convention 


“If the ‘liberal’ theologians con- “I make the challenging statement 
tinue- on their present track that to a shocking extent our 
they will soon (earn) the dis- churches are being used to further 
tinction of being the group the Communist purpose . . . And 
most responsible for delivering for detailed confirmation with docu- 
America into the hands of the mented evidence of this fact I refer 
enemy. COLLECTIVISM IN THE you to a 354-page book, CoLLEcTiv- 
‘CuurcHEs will show you how’ 1sM In THE Cuurcues by Edgar C, 
far they have already gone.” Bundy, Wheaton, Ill.” 
Edwin McDowell, Otto Garr Tague, 


American Opinion Cincinnati Enquirer 


“Major Bundy has done brave service in attacking the New Pharisees, 
the New Sadducees, of the entrenched ecclesiastical hierarchy. His 
strong documented, devastating book should hasten the day of Lucifer’s 
defeat and God’s victory.” 

E. Merrill Root in National Review 


“In this most provocative work the spotlight is focused upon the left 
wing collectivistic, socialistic ecclesiasts which seemingly dominate 
in many ways the National Council of Churches . . . Mr. Bundy 
has an outstanding background which has prepared and qualified 
him for setting forth these significant facts.” 

Dr. Albert J. Lindsey, Pastor 

First Presbyterian Church, Tacoma, Washington 


“This is a most important contribution in the battle to save our 
Republic.” 
Mrs. Ray L. Erb, National Defense Chairman 
The Daughters of the American Revolution 


“This reviewer cannot escape the conclusion that there is tragic justi- 
fication for the title, CoLLectivism In THE CHURCHES.” 

Dr. Daniel A. Poling, Eprror, 

Christian Herald 


Price $2.00 per copy 
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as he looks at a map of the world, the 
starry sky, the falling rain and the 
snow, and the growing things in spring- 
time. There are deeper thoughts, too, 
of thankfulness for parents, home, and 
the church, and most of all, for the 
Lord Jesus. Every page in this tall, 
slender little book is illustrated in 
colors, as is also the handsome board 
cover. 


Prayer’s Deeper Secrets. By F. J. 
Huegel (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $1.75.). “It has often 
been said that prayer is the greatest 
force in the universe. This is no exag- 
geration. It will bear constant repe- 
tition. In this atomic age when forces 
are being released that stagger the 
thought and imagination of man, it is 
well to remember that prayer tran- 
scends all other forces.” The author is 
a member of the faculty of Union Semi- 
nary in Mexico City. He has the repu- 
tation in Mexico of being a devoted 
Christian worker. This little volume 
shows his absolute loyalty to the Word 
of God. 

Starting with what he calls “The Law 
of Atonement,” in which he shows that 
there is no approach to God save 
through the finished work of Christ, he 
goes on to “The Law of Position,” “The 
Law of Faith,” “The Law of Right Re- 
lations,” and so on through ten Bible 
rules of prayer. One faith-stimulating 
chapter is, “Prayers That Have Made 
History.” The volume ends with an 
excellent chapter on “The Why of Un- 
answered Prayer.” Certainly the read- 
ing of this book should stimulate activity 
in the Christian’s most important work. 


A Vital Missionary Program 
(Continued from page 204) 


well as quarterly prayer letters, keep 
us informed of their work and welfare. 
We also share by prayer in their needs 
and service. 

In addition to the entire support of 
one of our missionaries to Pakistan, we 
share in the support of seven other in- 


. dividuals or families, and our monthly 


mimeographed paper carries reports of 
them to all on our mailing list. This 
publication has a special missionary de- 
partment in which inspirational mis- 
sionary articles are printed as well as 
letters from our missionaries and our 
own missionary news. Photographs of’ 
all our missionaries have a conspicuous 
place in the church, as does a large 
missionary map. A missionary ther- 
mometer keeps us informed of our giv- 
ing and of progress toward our goal 
for the year. 

On one night a month a group from 
our church takes charge of the service 
at a mission in the city and our hearts 
rejoice when men come forward to ac- 
cept Christ. Our pastor brings' the 
message at another mission each month, 
and we pray for his service. 

Weekly visitation is done at a state 
hospital near our church and we take 
part in one chapel service at this hos- 
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pital one Sunday evening a month. 

On one Sunday evening a month we 
have a missionary speaker, and the 
offering is given to the mission rep- 
resented. 

Christmas brings added opportunity 
for missionary service with gift boxes 
to patients at the state hospital, carols 
to shut-in friends and neighbors, mis- 
sionary gifts for home and foreign mis- 
sionaries. Our foreign mission party 
is held early in the fall to allow time 
for transportation of gifts, with the 
home mission party early in December. 

As part of our home missionary plan 
we are sending out 700 Christian pam- 
. phlets monthly to a prepared mailing 

list of our own community. We may 

hever know the result of this, but we 
believe that the Lord will.* 

Our prayer meetings also bring op- 
portunity to share in spreading the 
Gospel message, as each meeting of the 
month has its definite fields and workers 
for whom special prayer is offered. 

Our church is a very small one in 
numbers, with less than fifty in member- 
ship. But we praise Him that, though 
our missionary giving is more than 
41. per cent of our total income, we have 

_ hot lacked for our own needs. 

In taking note of some of the tasks in 
Which God has allowed us to share in 
giving and praying, we praise Him with 
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all our hearts, for we know that it is all 

of His doing. The need is great and 

many fields and tasks remain. May God 

use us in grgater ways and bring forth 

much fruit for Himself is our prayerl 
CHICAGO. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 21 to 27 


Mon.—Acts 28:16-22. 
Paul Assembles the Chief Jews. 
Prayer Succestions: “After three days 
Paul called the chief of the Jews to- 
gether.” Many responded to Paul’s in- 
vitation. God enables Paul to make 
full use of his opportunity to witness 
at Rome to faith in Christ. Here is 
the grand secret of success in Christian 
endeavors. Be at the business God 
wants done, in the way He wants it 
done, and trust Him for the grace and 
blessing to make labor _ successful. 
Work along with God and you will al- 
ways succeed. The same goes for 
prayer. Keep always in the will of God 
in your prayers and programs, and 
then you will have a Psalm 84:11 ex- 
perience. Pray for the Boca Raton 

Bible Conference, Fla. 


Tues.—Acts 28:23-31. 
Preaching with Confidence. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Persuading 
them concerning Jesus, both out of the 
law of Moses, and out of the prophets 
from morning till evening.” Note that 
Paul’s greatest ministries occurred dur- 
ing times of difficulty. Troubles help 
ministries. The Church thrives in days 
of persecution and is in better spiritual 
state. Do not allow yourself to mur- 
mur or complain under difficulties. 
Saints all do better under difficulties. 
David’s best Psalms were pressed out 
of him by trouble. The sufferings of 
Christ all ended in glory. Let not 
trouble hinder your services for the 
Lord. Pray for John Brown University, 

Siloam Springs, Ark. 


Wed.—Romans 10:8b-15. Paul’s Gospel. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The word of 
faith which we preach; that if thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved.” Salvation 
preached by our great apostle is told 
in a few words, words of tremendous 
mercy and saving grace. The way of 
salvation he summed up (in v. 13) in 
thirteen words. Tell your friends that 
their salvation waits upon their calling 
upon the name of the Lord. Pray for 
Trinity Bible College, Chicago. 


Thurs.—Philippians 1:12-20. 
Imprisoned and Opposed. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Some indeed 
preach Christ even of envy and strife; 
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weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
omens by mail to many lands. New 

uests received in every mail from 

Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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gardless of world conditions or-eco- 
nomic ups and downs. And what a 
lot of taxes you:save! 

Take the case of Mrs. Dowe. 
When she bought a $1,000 Annuity 
at age 65, she was guaranteed an in- 
come of $50 a year for the rest of her 
life.-$40.60 of this amount would be 
tax-free income each year. And in 
addition she dbtained an income tax 

















_ “My American Bible Check 
Always Comes on Time” 


deduction of $268.80, as a contribu- 
tion to the Society. 

By buying her Annuity from the 
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and some also of good will: the one * 


preach Christ of contention, not sin- 
cerely, supposing to add affliction to 


‘my bonds: but the other of love, know- 


ing that I am set for the defence of the 
gospel.” Be free from blame in all 
your ministries of Christ. Live the life 
of love, for it is the believer’s only 
safe course in life. “Be blameless’ and 
harmless, the sons of God, without re- 
buke, in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation, among whom ye shine 
as lights in the world; holding forth 
the word of life.” Keep God’s way, and 
you will win the day. Pray for Bryan 
University, Dayton, Tenn. 


Fri—Philippians 4:15-23. 
: Gifts to Paul in Prison. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “But I have all, , 


and abound: I am full, having received 
of Epapbroditus the things which were 
sent from you, an odour of a sweet 
smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleas- 
ing to God.” Refresh God’s servants 
who labor under great difficulty in hard 
places. It is the best kind of welldoing. 
It cheers the laborer and pleases God. 
God sees in it likeness to His own 
benevolences. Giving where it does 
real good and honors good workers aids 
God’s work supremely. The Lord never 
will be outdone in giving. “Give and 
it shall be given unto you” (Luke 6; 
38). Pray for the Florida Bible Con- 
ference, Bradenton, Fla. 


Sat.—Colossians 4:2-16. 
Letters from Prison. 


PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Continue in 


prayer, and watch in the same with | 


thanksgiving.” Paul counseled believers 
to take care of their practical behavior. 
A good life is the best advertisement 
of Christ’s Gospel. If people walk right 
in God’s ways, they will talk right all 
their days. The feet are more expres- 
sive of Christian living than the heat 
of speech. Paul’s anxiety for his con- 
verts chiefly centered in such precepts 
as he has set forth in the above-men- 
tioned texts. If you are risen with 
Christ, make it your care to run in the 
way of His commandments. Real 
friends of Christ obey His directions. 
Pray for the Briercrest Bible Institute, 
Caronport, Can. 


Sun.—Ephesians 3:14-21. 
To God Be the Glory. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Unto him be 
glory in the church by Christ Jesus 
throughout all ages, world without end.” 
To Him the author of all good, and of 
eternal salvation and service, ever and 
always offer thanksgiving and praise. 
Enter into His presence with praise. 
Be ever thankful to Him, and bless His 
name; for He is good and His mercy 
endureth forever. If we had more 
praise upon our lips, we wouid have 
more blessing in our lives. Give God the 
glory due unto His name. Pray for 
Moody Bible Institute, Chicago. 


ve 


Jesus will lead us only in right paths, 
and the way He takes slopes upward 
and ends at the feet of God—J. RB 
Miller. 
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